Ao 


Printed for J. Bvcx 
and E. & C. Du 


. „re 


- 
% 


The Chriſtian Hero's Work and Cure 


0 


o 


Occaſioned by the Death of 


* 


GIBBONS's AI. 
Delivered at His ORDINATION; / 


And a 8 


- 


HE LMSFORD in 


* 


To which are added, 


1 


; R | M O 
: | . 


 PREACHE 


4 
4 - 
£ 


4 


% 


* 


ConFESSION OF 


ERMON by Him, 


5 » 
as 


* 


mw & 
" 1 CE : 31; 
EsSEX, "of 
+2 
4 


* 
\ 


\ . 


The Reverend Mr FOHN GIBBONS, 
| Who Departed this Life OcToBER 10, 1753. 
In the Sixty-fourth Year of his Age. 


N 


w g 2 
* . * - +. a p 4 : 
n > 4 
a Fs 
* 3 Y 
= : . * a 
we 4.4 
% ry 8 


” 


— 


o 
4 


1 1 , a uy 

G * * . 4 : jp % 3 
4 F Jn , - - "A * — a — ' Wy, * 

4 2 "I # 4 * 1 SE * 7 2 & 4 a = / 
= | + & a. N o 4 » +0 4 ; : | 
r 
* , — g | T * AS 2 4 A. 4 * ye 8 * 7 2 — * %Y of 4 0 
LR Fl -_ 5 A * * ch = G l 2 p 

= i : "FORT. d 


# = * * * 


o p "'% 
*. 
- i 
- 1 \ * 
- 1 P = 
9 * ' . 4 
* | 
5 9 
9 
* 
—— 
= 
e ** 
. * — 
„ hn 4 
- 
* 
4 
— — * 
- < * 
nA 
1. , 
aT < * 
9 , = 
£4 
2 


hs * 
* . : 


* . 


yo r . NIP * — — 2 — — —— — —— — 
* To 1 


— 
3 * — = ꝙꝗ,à—— es Acetate 
G 1 - 

ö | 


* * 
* 
* 
* 
# 
— —— — 
2 ** 2 
ME. * * , 
7 % 4 — 
8 / 
4 wee * - 
. * 
. 
* * 
4 
*.v , by © 
©” wv 
a vo 928 , 
£ 
. - 
a® * * . 4 4 : ol * * , * 
7. - - —. ol 
* 
% 


SAWQH | Wh - i - > Sir 


2884 N N 
, * N 
. * " \. 1 
7 1 » 9 
— — 


2 
* 

4 

»&, 
- 


: * . 
* 0 5 
. 0 „ 1. 8 - \ — 4 * 4 L 6 % 


* LO 
- 44 d+ 4 *4+ ” 2 MA. 448 * * 
7 ö v : + ow 
4 x 
5 s p 
% 
* 
: ” * 
3 Iv 
» * 7 b 
{ e 4 
; 
. 
4 — * 
. 4 — * 
1 . 
* e * a : 
* i . 4 % 
['s * 
: Hd 
* » - 
- * 
* 
* . „ 
z # 46 
" 
n . — . * 0 * - * 
FE 4 4 : Py \ > 
£ - % * *** wi N 
: „ 0.4 of wt d S >» 4 
1 
* 
9 % 
* 0 
; ; * * * * PP N 
: „ee. 2 w 
2 
* 
£ 
* 5 
2 * — 4" % wr — „ * . 
: 5 * 9 > 4 . ; I 1 % 


The Chriſtian Hero's Work and d : 
| . 


8 E R M O N 


PREACHED 


At CHELMSFORD in Ess Ex, 
oro 16, 1765. | 9-4 


Decaſioned by the Death of 


The Rowan Mr JOHN GIBBONS, 
Who Departed this Life OcToner 10, 1765. 
In the Sixty-fourth Year of his Age. 


By THOMAS CRANER. 


Prov. X. 7. 
The Memory of the Juſt is bleſſed, 
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Mr WILLIAM and Mr Trowas G1BBONS 
of Sudbury. | 


Tr # of your joint requeſt that this plain Dif- 
-" courſe appears in public. As you expreſt a 
pleaſure and ſari faction in bearing it from the 
pulpit, now it is preſented to your eye I hope it will 
nt be leſs ſati factory. That you and yours may be 
found in Car1sT, warring a good warfare now, 
for I know of no ſafe living but in CuRIST, nor 
ſafe dying but in CaR1sT ; that CHRIST may be 
your all in this world, and all in order to another 
and better world, is the nn defire and earneſt 
proyer of 1 


Vour affectionate Friend, 


THOMAS CRMAAN EX. 
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id? ; 
Chapter IW. wer. 7s - Shoe 


I 550 © bee 1 good Abe, 7 have ' fniſted oy 
1 Courſe, - I have kept the faith.  Henceforth there 


as laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which 
, the Lox p, the righteous Judge, ſhall give me at 


' that day: and not.to me "On, but” 10 2 a 
eee. 


HES E * 1 am a were Fey 

upon the mind, and frequently uttered by the 

lips of our deceaſed Brother in the Loo, in 
his laſt illneſs ; and I doubt not but they, under the 
Hory Gaosr's influence, afforded great pleaſure, ſa- 
tisfaction and ſweetneſs to his ſoul, and raiſed in him 
an earneſt expectation of finding them accompliſhed 
in his own particular. caſe ſoon z, which is the reaſon 
why I am deſired to ſpeak from them at this time on 
this mournful occaſion. 

That the Apoſtle Paul was the penman of this 
Epiſtle is not to be doubted ; and that he was as re- 
markable an inſtance of ſovereign grace as any we have 
recorded in the Oracles of eternal truth, cannot be de- 


nied, if we attend unto. the account he gives of him- 


{elf both before and after his converſion, which is to 


be gathered from his Epiſtles ſent to divers churches, 


and particular perſons, as this : and the former ad- 
dreſſed to his ſon Timothy. It is generally thought 


that this Epiſtle was the laſt that this eminent ſer- 


vant of Cunisr wrote, in which it is his apparent 
Ba delign 


; 


: * 
— rr ˙—0—«Ü«ihede 


violent one, by a departure; which phraſe is an eaſy 
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deſign not only to ſhew his unfeigned love to Timothy, 
but alſo to exhort him to be ſtedfaſt in and patient 
under all trials he might meet with in his pilgrim 
here, and particularly pacer perſecution for the word: 
to perſiſt in, and ſteadily adhere unto that form of 
doctrine which he had learned of him. He alſo ſeems 
very ſolicitous for his conſtaney and perſeverance in 
the miniſtry which he had received of the Loxp 
therefore he in a moſt ſolemn manner charges him to 
be diligent in his work, faying, as in verſes fitft and 
cond of the chapter wherein is our text, * I charge 
© thee therefore before Gop, and the Lord I RSUS 
„ CHRIST, who ſhall judge the quick and the dead 
* at his appearing; and his kingdom : preach the 
word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of feaſon ; ve, 
rebuke, exhort with all long-ſuffering and doftrine.® 
Then in verſes third and fourth he gives the reaſon 
why he charged him in this folemn and affecting man- 
ner, telling him, * that the time will come when 

u will not endure ſound doctrine; but after their own 
„ Jufts ſhall they heap to themſelves teachers, having 


 jrching ears: and they ſhall turn away their ears 


u from the truth, and ſhall be turned unto fables. * 


Then in verſe the fifth he re-afſumes the charge, and 
exhorts him to * watch in all things, to endure af- 
u ffict ions, to do the work of an Evangelift, and to 
„ make full proof of his miniſtry. And in order to 
encourage him, ſets before him his own example, 
which he readily knew would have great influence 
upon him; obſerving in verſe the ſixth, That he 
® was ready to be offered, and the time of his depar- 
ture was at hand;” which ſhews, that the Apoſtle 
knew that he ſhould ſhortly die, and what death he 


' ſhould die; and that he was not only habitually but 
actually ready: he was not in the leaſt terrified with, 


nor uneaſy at the formidable appearance of the griſly 
Tyrant; therefore he expreſſes his death, though a 


and 
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and familiar repreſentation thereof, and ſuppoſes an 
exiſtence after it: it is only the going the way of all 
fleſh, a going from one place or ſtate to another, 
from this /® earthly houſe, which is to be diſſolved, 
u to an houſe not made with hands, eternal in the 
u heavens,” according to 2 Cor. v. 1. may 
Now there is a time for this, for it js appointed 
for all once to die. The Saints therefore are not to be 
here always; this is not their reſt, their home; it is 
a pilgrimage- ſtate, a time of ſojourning, which is to 
have an end, which is fixed and determined; beyond 
which there is no paſſing. How ftriking are the 
words of holy Fob, where he ſaith, Seeing his days 
* are determined, the number of his months are with 
* thee, thou haſt appointed his bounds that he can- 
not paſs, Fob xiv. 5. Neither friends nor phyſi- 
cians can protract life one moment. And truly ſo 
ſhort is the time of life between our birth and our 
death, as it is not worth mentioning ; therefore the 
royal Preacher faith, There is a time to be born, 
and a time to die,” Eccleſ. iii. 2. Wherefore as our 
holy Apoſtle knew that this was ſoon to be his caſe, 
either from the courſe of years he had arrived at, or 
from divine Revelation, he from hence takes occaſion 
to ſtir up Timothy to be aſſiduous in the Logp's work, 
ſince he was not to be long with him. For, faith he, 
IJ. am ready to be offered,” but I ſhall loſe nothing 
by it, for I cannot have my crown till I die. I am 
ready to go the way of all the earth; and I am fo far 
trom being ſorry, or repenting at my going, as that 
I defire to depart, and to be with ChRIST, L Phil. 
i. 23. He therefore gives him a ſhort narrative or 
ſpecimen of his life, as in the words of our text, ſay- 
ing, * I have fought a good fight; I have finiſhed 
my courſe, I have kept the faith; and alſo of that 
which ſupported, encouraged, and animated him in 
and under all he met with while he was paſſing thro' 
this dreary wilderneſs, as in verſe the eighth, in _—_ 
e 
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he obſerves, that © henceforth there is laid up for me 


® a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Loxp, the 
* righteous Judge, ſhall give me at that day: and 
| * not to me only, but unto them alſo that love his 
f * appearing.” And as the time of his departore was 
at hand, he was not afraid to die, but faith, as before 
_ recited, I have fought a good fight, &c,” which is as 
if he had ſaid, .I have lived for CHRIS TH; I have made 
« him the hope, the all of my life.” Happy man 
who has nothing to do but to die when that folemn 
| - hour comes; for when death comes to the Saint, the 
[ Miniſter of CHRIST, he has a perfect enjoyment of 
| that which he had an earneſt and prelibation of while 
=. here; therefore he ſaith, ® Henceforth there js laid up 
! for me a crown of righteouſneſs.“ © am going 
e to receive my crown: it is true, I have had my 
« ſhare of trouble, my trials have been many and 
lj | — << great, for I have been in the battles of the Logo, 
' « and have fought the good fight; but now I ſhall 
e receive a crown of righteouſneſs, a crown of life, 
0 « which never withers; an immortal crown, a crown 
| | „ of glory which never fades away.” O the happi- 
* neſs, the glory which the Saints and Servants of IESus 
i Car1sT receive and enjoy, when death has done his 
office! it is very great; Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear 
| « heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of man, 
u what Gop hath prepared for them that love the 
|| u LOED;“ 1 Cor. li. 9. For the Apoltle faith, This 
= * crown is not only laid up for me, but for all them 
+ that love his appearing," 
W herefore in this copious ſubject we have, 


mn 


- __— 
— - — 
: * 


F J. The Chriſtian delineated, and the miniſterial work 
'F exemplified in a variety of particulars, as in ver. 7. 
II. The recompence of reward which the Apoſtle had 
in view, and which bore him up, animated and 
carried him thro” all he met with in his pilgrimage, 
exprefied in ver. 8. 
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I ſhall attend to each in their order. And, 


I. The Chriſtian is delineated, or the miniſterial 
work exemplified ; * I have fought the good fight.“ 
This is the firſt thing to be explained. Well might 
the Apoſtle ſay, ] can do all things through CR iS 
u which ſtrengthens me. For had not CHRIS 
ſtrengthened him, he had been an unequal match for 
his numerous and powerful foes. The Chriſtian's 
enemies are lively and ſtrong, a huge hoſt, and he 
has no might to grapple with them: but, as the 
Apoſtle obſerves, it is by the grace of God that he 
» 1s what he is ;“ therefore, enabled by this grace, he 


faith, I have fought a good fight. The Chriſtian's 


life is in theſe words repreſented as a warfare, in 
which there is contending and ſtriving, even to an 
agony; for the word which the Apoſtle uſes is figu- 
rative; it is taken from the Soldier, the Combatant, 
the Wreſtler or Champion, who ſtrives for maſtery. 
And truly every fincere Chriſtian's, eſpecially every 
faithful goſpel Miniſter's life, is a kind of ſpiritual 
warfare : they are called“ to war a good warfare; and 
* to fight the good fight of faith; to endure hardneſs, 
* as a good Soldier of Jesus CHRIST. * So that if we 
conſider the words of our text as applicable to the 
Chriftian or the Miniſter, they ſuppoſe that each has 
their enemies to engage with; that they have ſuitable 
weapons provided ; and alſo wiſdom, ſkill, and re- 
ſolution to make uſe thereof; and will not give out 
till their warfare is accompliſhed. 

1/t, The Chriſtian hath his enemies to engage with. 
No ſooner were the poor [/-aelites brought out of Egypt, 
but the Egyptians purſued them, and gave them great 
trouble. So no ſooner is a man born again, or called 
by Jxsus CIS, and put into the miniſtry, but he 
is attacked by ſuch formidable enemies as cauſe him 
trouble and ſorrow enaugh. Now theſe — are, 

B 2 „Sin. 
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1 7. Sin. Their own ſin, the fin of their lives; 
F for there is not a juſt man upon the earth that doth 
| 1 good, and ſinneth not.® So far is the Chriſtian from 
having any knowledge of the filly doctrine of finleſs 


|} perfection, as that he knows that © in many things we 
(f 5 ofiend all,” and that he is carnal and fold under 
. * ſin: à he, to his ſorrow, finds he fins in thought, 
F word and deed; the guilt whereof bears hard upon 

[4 him, and is an inſupportable load, under which“ he 
1 s groans being burdened; the ſtain and pollution 


f | thereof gives him great maceBiacls. and cauſes him 
1 * to go mourning all the day long.” He, in the 
| | ſtrength of the Logo, ſtrives againſt ſin, and would 
| be holy i in heart and life, and loaths himſelf on the 
| account of his numerous actual transgreſſions, and alſo 
on the account of his original ſin, this body of death, 
| this plague of the heart; it is the plague of the be- 
| liever's life; for his eyes are like to the faces of Solo- 
| mon's u Cherubims, which were inward.” There they 
| ſee ſuch great abominations. which cauſe them to cry 
f out, © O wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver 
| me from this body of death ! ® The Saint labours, 
| ſtrives, and fights againſt indwelling fin : this is ſuch 
I a troubleſome cnem y, as that nothing can ſatisfy the 
chriſtian Soldier but the deſtruction thereof. This 
| continually annoys and affaults him with ſo much 
fury and violence as ſtrikes him with terror, and 
cauſes him to fear that he ſhall not be able to hold 
[ out in the combat : for he finds this innate enemy to 
be ſo far from being mutilated, or deprived of its 
power for action, as that it is lively, ſtrong, and un- 
wearied in its efforts; and were it not that the be- 
lie ver has a good foundation to conclude upon its ex- 
pulſion out of his ſoul at death, he would be moſt 
uncomfortable; but as he hath — to believe * that 
* his old man was crucified with CRRIST, that the 
1 body of fin might be deſtroyed,” he rejoices in 
| | hope thereot z and his language | is, when grace is in 
exerciſe 


— 2 . 2 wages mg — 
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exerciſe, I ſee ſomething worth dying for; O] let 
« this earthly houſe ſhake, totter, decay, and be 
«« diſſol ved, that I may be no longer, nor any more 


. « diſtreſſed or aſſaulted by this furious foe.” * With+ 


= out are fightings, and within are fears; for the gra» 
cious ſoul, as influenced by the Spirit, fights againſt 
the firſt motions of ſin, hates vain thoughts, ſhung 
all appearance of evil, as well as he is careful to avoid 
atrocious crimes, _ | 

Again, (2) He has an huge haſt of other enemies 
to grapple with, which are very afflicting and diſtreſs- 
ing to him; ſuch as Satan and his infernal crew, who 
are always watching every opportunity to diſquiet the 
ſoul. He goes about like a roaring lion, ſeeking 
* whom he may devour.” He is an unwearied enemy, 
never tired, conquering, nor being conquered, bur is 
frequent in his attacks. His wiles and devices are ſo 
many, and fometimes ſo furious are his aſſaults, as 
makes Caur1sT's lambs to tremble; and were it not 
for the tender care of Hrael's Shepherd, they would 
be an eaſy prey unto him. O what ſtriving, what 
wreſthng againſt theſe principalities, theſe wiles of the 
Devil, does the Chriſtian find? What diſcouragement 
does he labour under, left he ſhould be overcome by 
Satan? but ſo long as CarisT has obtained a com- 
Ig victory over the prince of darkneſs, the believer 


has nothing to fear, for he ſhall overcome at laſt. 


Again, (3) There are the ſnares of the world, and 
the trials of life. Theſe are numerous, and very 
great: ſometimes ſuch are the trials with which the 
Chriſtian is exerciſed, as cauſe him to long to be 
* where the weary are at reſt,” and to ſay, O that I 
® had the wings of a dove, then would I flee away.“ 
Chriſtians have little or no quiet here: the ſnares of 
the world, and the trials of life, are ſuch as make 
their lives bitter to them, and make them to com- 
plain with David, and ſay, J am feeble and fore 
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14 The Chriſtian Hero's Work and Crown. 
broken: I have roared by reaſon of the diſquietneſs 
* of my heart. Lok, all my deſire is before thee, and 
my groaning is not hid from thee.” But a believing, 
view of Car1sT's having overcome the world, ani- 
mates and encourages them to goon in their chriſtian 
courſe, and cauſes them to be pf good cheer, and ta 
come up from the field of battle Pani on his al- 
mighty and victorious arm. 

24ly, There are ſuitable weapons provided for the 
chriſtian Soldier. The weapons with which this war- 
fare is managed are to be taken from Gop's armory, 
which is furniſhed with all kinds of ſpiritual armor 
herein are all forts of weapons, both offenſive and de- 
fenſive, of which the Apaſtle gives us an inventory in 
his Epiſtle to the Epbeſians, chap. vi. 13, 14, 13, 16, 
17, 18. which you may attend unto at your leiſure. 
Now theſe are not carnal, but mighty, yea ſpiritual, 
and require ſpiritual wiſdom to know how to uſe them 
which is the privilege of all CuRIST's volunteers, 
who cheerfully enliſt under his banner, for they “ are 
made willing in the day of his power u and by him 
are taught to war a good warfare, But, 

zaly, Chriſtians have ſkill and reſolution to uſe theſe 
weapons, and never give out till their warfare is ac- 
compliſhed. It is remarked of the worthies of old, 
that © they waxed valiant in fight :* but who endued 
them with courage, ſtrength, and ſkill ? did not the 
Lorp? as David declares, * he taught his hands to 


* 


war, and his fingers to fight, and ſtrengthened him 


* with ſtrength in his ſoul: therefore he was not afraid 
to face any enemy, but truſting in that“ GOD wh 

delivered him out of the paw of the lion, and aut of 
the paw of the bear,” he goes on, and will not in any 


* wiſe give out till he receive a diſcharge from the Ca 


tain general of his ſalvation ; and Hero-like faith, 
* By thee I have run through a troop; and by my 
* Gop have I leaped over a wall.“ | 

| | But 
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But our Apoſtle ſpeaks of himſelf not only as a 
Chriſtian, but as a Miniſter, a Miniſter of Caz1sT : 
and as ſuch he not only had all the above enemies to 
grapple with, in common with others, but he was 
* called to fight tha good fight of faith. Contend- 
ing earneſtly againſt falſe teachers,“ ſeducers, and 
broachers of doctrines which were ' contrary to the 
form of ſound words which he had received from his 
divine Maſter. Now this may be called a good fight, 
becauſe this engagement, this ſtriving for the faith of 
the goſpel, proceeds from a good principle. It is a 
good cauſe, the cauſe of Gop and Truth, which the 
Apoſtle eſpouſed : he fights under a good Captain, 
even JesvsCHRIsT the Captain of ſalvation, for which 


| good weapons are provided; and the | ſervants of 


'HRIST are ſure of victory, for their warfare is ac- 
compliſhed by their General, and they are“ more than 
conquerors, through Him that hath loved them.” 

All which might be enlarged on, but I forbear, and 
proceed to the next branch, which is, I have fi- 
* niſhed my courſe.” This expreſſion is metaphorical, 
and is taken from an expert and ſtrenuous runner, who 
has his race, or ſtadium, in which he ran. And per- 
haps in this and the foregoing ſentence the Apoſtle 
might allude to the Olympic games, which conſiſted 
in leaping, wreſtling, running, &c. and accommo- 
date and apply them to the Chriſtian's courſe of life; 
which he — to do, when he ſaith, ® Know ye not 
that they which run in a race, run all, but one re- 
* ceiveth the prize; therefore he exhorts to run in 
it as the courſe, in which racers do in a race: ſo then 
the Chriſtian's life, the miniſterial work, is compared 
to a race; for thus the ſame inſpired penman ſaith, 
# Let us run with patience the race that is ſet before 
us: and again, I therefore ſo run, not as uncertainly 
® ſo fight I, not as one that beateth the air.: Where- 
fore then, the race or courſe the belie ver runs is in this 
preſent world, this preſent life: he only is a runner now. 
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and in this preſent ſtatez for no ſooner is the time of 
his departure come, but his courſe or race is finiſhed. 


Hence our Apoſtle ſaith, * I have finiſhed, my courſe ;” 


I am almoſt arrived at my goal, and come to the 
* period of my life, the end of my race, my courſe of 
« years, my days: as Job faith, My breath is cor - 
* rupt, my days are extinct, the grave is ready fof 
me zu and he was ready for it: his time drew neat 
when he muſt die, his laſt fands were dropping, he 
was juſt a-going the way of all the earth, he had no- 
thing to do but to die. Now this courſe he had run 
as a Chriſtian, includes in it the exerciſe of every 
grace, under the benign influences of the Divine Spi- 
rit, particularly faith, which is drawn forth by the 
Spirit of faith; which is in the records of redeeming 
love expreſſed not only by ſeeing of the Son, by go- 
ing to CHRIST, and walking in him, but by * fleeing 
u and running to him, as to a city of refuge, to a 
place of protection, ſafety, and ſecurity. The name 


s of the Lox is a ſtrong tower, the righteous run- 


» neth into it and is ſafe.“ In a word, the runnin 
this courſe includes the whole of a Chriſtian profel 
ſion, the holding of it faft, and holding on in it to 
the end, practically atter ing eo, and diſcharging of 
every duty; being drawn by the cords of divine love; 
„ Draw me, we will run after thee:® and, *I will run, 
faith the ſweet Pſalmiſt and Singer of Jſrael, * the 
s way of thy commandments when thou ſhalt en- 
large my heart.“ So that this courſe, which the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of, is the way of Car. is7T's com- 
mandments, from which he had not wandered, but 


* greatly delighted in them.” In which Zacharias 


and Elizabeth are ſaid to walk blameleſs. *I have,“ 
as if he had ſaid, obſerved all that Cyrisr hath 
„ commanded ; I have not only profeſſed CHña Is, 
* but I have lived CHRIST. CHRIST is my hope, 
„ my life, my all. I have been diligent in the diſ- 
charge of every duty he hath called me to, and 
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« not wickedly departed from my GOD.“ O0 

when the Chriſtian is in his right mind, he finds the 

Loxp's ways to be“ ways of pleaſantneſs,“ yea, the 

path of duty is moſt delightful, for the believer * de- 
lights in the law of Gop after the inner man.“ He 
then is defirous to be taught the way of the Logo, 
and led in a plain path. And, when the love of 
Cnx1sT conſtrains the ſoul, with what chearfulneſs, 
readineſs, willingneſs, delight and pleaſure doth it 
run the race, or courſe which is ſet before it. *I made 
* haſte and delayed not to keep thy commandments. 
They that wait upon the Lorp ſhall renew their 
* ſtrength; they ſhall mount up with wings as eagles; 
* they ſhall run and not be weary ; and they ſhall 


* walk, and not faint." 


I ſhall obſerve again, *I have finiſhed my courſe,” 
may ſignify ; „ have not loitered in my chriſtian 
race, but I have followed on to know the LoRD z 
F have gone from ſtrength to ſtrength, the Loxp 
&« ſtrengthening of me in my ſoul ; I have paſſed from 
one degree of grace to another;** I have, as he moſt 
affectionately ſpeaks, u prefſed toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of Gop in CHRIS 


» Jesvs.* And now his courſe was finiſhed ; he had 


all that gracious experience which his Gop deſigned 3 
and had received, and was a partaker of that“ mea- 
* ſure of grace that was given to him in CHRIS be- 
fore the world began; he was made meet, prepared, 
* and made ready to be a partaker of the inheritance 
which is with the ſaints in light.“ He longed to 
be at. home, for he was in a ſtrait between two, 
* having a deſire to depart, and to be with CHRIST, 
* which he knew was far the beſt.” 

I ſhall now proceed to conſider this word as ap- 
plicable to the miniſterial work, for ſo the word Cour/e 
is uſed in the New Teſtament: there it is ſaid, and 
* as John fulfilled his-courſe,” and our Apoſtle ſaith, 
holding forth the word * Life, that I may rejoice 
= | 5 in 
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in the day of CHRIST that I have not run in vain, 


neither laboured in vain. Which he explains, 


when he ſaith, But none of theſe things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto mylelf, fo that I 
# might finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry 
which 1 have received of the Lord Jzsvs, to teſtify 
of the goſpel of the grace of Gop.® Obſerve the mi- 
niſtry which he had received, which was to teſtify of 
che goſpel, this was his Courſe which he was deſirous 
of finiſhing with joy. No ſooner was he converted and 
pur into the miniſtry, but with great diligence he ap- 
plied himſelf to his beloved work, He laboured 
more abundantly than they all; for when it pleaſed 
3 Gop to reveal his Son in him, that he might preach 
* CHRIST among the heathen, he conferred not with 
fleſh and blood, but by the power of the Spirit of 
s Gop, from Jeruſalem and round about unto Ihri— 
„ cum, he fully preached the goſpel of CHRIST.“ 
Wherefore then this Courſe which he ſaid he had fi- 
niſhed, is his labouring in the Loxp's vineyard, la- 
* bouring in the word and doctrine, preaching in ſea- 
5 ſon, and out of ſeaſon.“ He preached often, and 
and never was weary of his delightful work, but with 
pleaſure took every opportunity to preach CHRIST, 
and Salvation by him, to poor ſelt-deftroyed ſinners. 
Hence he faith, I am debtor both to the Greeks and 
#® to the Barbarians, both to the wile and unwiſe. So 
much as in me is, I am ready to preach the goſpel 
* to you that are at Rome allo, for | am not aſhamed 
u of the goſpel. of CHRIST; for it is the power of 


® Gop unto falvation to every one that believeth, to 


the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Greek. Being made 
and counted faithful and put into the miniftry,” he, 
notwithſtanding the difficulties trials and diſcourage- 


-ments which were in his way, chearfully and readily 


publiſhed and preached the glorious goſpel of the 
bleſſed Gop, which he had received, with great intre- 


Pidity, even where! Satan's ſeat was, and“ kept back 


* nothing 
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3 nothing that was profitable, but declared the om 
5 counſel of Gop.® 

Again; This Curſe conſiſts not only in publiſhing 
and preaching the goſpel, but alſo in defending it, and 
contending for it againſt all falſe teachers: therefore 


he ſaith, he was“ ſer for the defence of the golpel.* 


And how wonderfully did he contend for it by his 
„ diſputing, and perſuading the things concerning 
the kingdom of Gop ? diſputing daily in the School 
s of one Tyrannus.® Alſo defending it, by writing 
in vindication thereof, as in all his Epiltles, how did 
he ſtrive, how did he contend, and how amazingly. 
did he defend his Maſter's cauſe. * He was determin- 
s edneither to know, nor to make known any thing, 
* ſave Jesus CRIST, and him crucified.” 

Once more; This Courſe includes in it ſuffering for 
the truth he profeſſed, And truly the Apoſtle's ſuffer- 
ings were very great, O how full was his heart of 
love to the LORD and his work, when he ſaid, * I 
am ready not to be bound only, but alſo to die at 


Feruſalem, for the name of the Logp Jzsvs.* He 


was no ſooner employed in his Divine Maſter's work, 
but his ſufferings began; for, being zealoug in his 
LorD's cauſe, * He ſpake boldly in the name of the 
» LORD JEsvs, but they went about to ſlay him.” 
And he was ſeldom free from trials, for he tells us, 
that * when they ſaw him in the temple, they ſtirred 
5 up all the people, and laid hands on him, crying 
out, Men of [/rae/ help. And all the city was 
* moved, and the people ran together; and they 
* took Paul, and went about to kill him: v ſo that he 
© was in deaths oft:“ and at length he was called to 


ſeal his teſtimony with his deareſt blood ; therefore he 


faith, *I am ready to be offered up, and the time of 
* my departure is at hand. I have fought a good 
fight, 1 have finiſhed my courſe :* I am now al- 
moſt come to the end of my pilgrimage,” and fulfilled 

C-2 my 
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my miniſtry ; my warfare is accompliſhed, and ws 
race is run. 


Which brings me to conſider the TairD branch 
of my text, which is, © I have kept the faith.” 

In theſe words the Apoſtle alludes to depoſitaries, 
who carefully and faithtully keep what is committed 


to their truſt, without embezzlement of any thing 


they are entruſted with. Now this depoſitum which 
the Apoſtle had committed to his truſt, was the Faith; 
for, faith he, I have kept the faith: which words, 
with what go before, are an account of his paſt con- 
duct, which he gives to encourage his ſon Timothy to 
diligence, conſtancy, and faithfulneſs in his work. In 
ſpeaking to which, I ſhall, /, Conſider what he de- 
ſigns by the Faith. 2diy, What by his keeping this 
faith : I have kept the Faith." 

1. What doth he mean by the faith. By this term 
he doth not, he cannot mean the grace of faith, for 


this is preſerved and kept from failing by Ixsvs 


CRRIS, the object, author, and finiſher thereof, 
through his effectual grace and powerful interceſſion: 

Thus our dear Lok b faith to Peter, ] have prayed 
” for thee, that thy faith fail not.“ But rather, the 


doctrines of faith, the glorious goſpel ;* which, as he 


faith, „ was committed to his truſt z® and ſo he ex- 
horts Timothy u to keep that which was committed to 
* histruſt,” Again, he repreſents the goſpel as a /ruſt 
depoſited in his hands; ſaying, that neceſſity is laid 
upon me, yea, wo is unto me if I preach not the 
* ooſpel. For if I do this thing willingly, I have a 
reward; but if againit my will, a diſpenſation of the 
s ooſpel is committed unto me.” Now this was the 
Faith, and it is called the common Faith, becauſe com- 
mon to all the ſaints: and the myſtery of Faith,” be- 
cauſe the ſeveral doctrines thereof are only known by 


divine Revelation, and could never have been — 
oY 
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by human reaſon. It is the moſt holy faith, becauſe 


calculated for the promoting of real holineſs both in 


heart and life, It is the faith of the goſpel, becauſe 
it is that which is publiſhed and declared in the miniſ- 
tration of the goſpel of the grace of Gop. It is the 
Faith in CRRIST, which leads and directs to him, the 
great object thereof; and the“ word of faith: and the 
« Faith which was once, and but once for all, deli- 
 yered to the ſaints.” Yea it is ſimply called tbe Faub, 
as here in our text, I have kept the Faith,” Now 
the goſpel is called ihe Faith, not becauſe it is the in- 
ſtrument of begetting the principle of faith, for this 
is the alone work of the Spirit of Gop; but becauſe it 
is the means of exciting and bringing forth the prin- 
ciple into act and exerciſe on the object thereof, the 
Lord Jesus Cha Is; and becauſe it contains things 
to be believed: it is the means, in the hand of the 
Holy Ghoſt, of ſupporting and increaſing the grace 
of Faith in the ſouls of believers; it is the food on 
which the Chriſtian lives, and may with propriety be 
called the food of Faith: it takes in all the Articles 
which are peculiar to divine Revelation, * thoſe things 
of the Spirit which the natural man doth not receive, 
neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
3 diſcerned.” Such as the Being of a Gop the Unity of 
Gop, the Trinity of Perſons in the Godhead, the equa- 
lity and proper deity of each adorable perſon in Gop, 
It includes in it all the acts of divine grace, the grace 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in the noble and 
magnificent Scheme of ſalvation. Such as the doctrine 


of the free, ſovereign, everlaſting, and unchangeable 


love of GoD; the conſtitution of the perſon of 
CHRI1sT, who was ſet up from everlaſting ; of eternal 
perſonal and unconditional election of ſome to grace 
and holineſs here, and glory hereafter ; of the abſolute 
ſtability and ſureneſs of the covenant of grace; of par- 


_ ticular, free, full, and eternal redemption by CHRIST, 


proceeding on full and plenary ſatisfaction to divine 
| juſtice 
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juſtice ; of juſtification by the imputed righteouſneſs 
of a divine'Jesus; of reconciliation, peace, and par- 
don through the blood and ſacrifice of the Son of 
Gop; of regeneration and ſanctification by the Spirit 
and grace of CyR1sT; and of the perſeverance of 
the ſaints in faith and holineſs to the end ; the moral 
law in the hands of the Lord Jzsvs CHRISH being an 
eternal rule of righteouſneſs, and to be obſerved by 
believers as the rule of their walk and converſation; 
the Reſurrection of the dead and eternal Judgement. 
Theſe were doctrines our dear deceaſed Brother held 
and maintained firmly to the end, as appears by his 
Cour Esso of Fair. This was the Faith he kept 
carefully and preached publicly, without dropping, 
concealing, or keeping back any thing; but, as 
helped by divine grace, he kept this Faith. Which 
brings me, | | 

2dly, To conſider what is deſigned by keeping of 
the Faith. And, 1. This phraſe imports, That as a 
Chriſtian he had received the truth in the love of 


it: he made an open profeſſion thereof, abode by 
it, and ſteadily adhered to it. Which ſuppoſes that 


the doctrines of Faith are valuable ; aye, they are 
a rich, an immenſe treafure, a treaſure to be de- 
s fired, an hidden treaſure, hid from the wiſe and 
u prudent, and revealed unto babes.“ Alſo it ſup- 
poſes that there is danger of dropping it, abating 
in love to it, by reaſon of the workings of corrupt 
nature, the ſnares' of the world, and temptations of 
Satan. Love to the goſpel in ſome grows ſoon cold, 
and it is to be obſerved, that in proportion to a per- 
ſon's declining in his regard for and adherence to 
evangelic doctrine, and zeal for it, in proportion doth 
he decline as to the grace of Faith; and as he declines 
and grows weaker as to the grace of Faith, ſo he 
abates in his zeal for and love to“ the truth as it is 
* in JESUS. Hence faith the Lox D, *I have ſome- 
* what againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt 
| oe, 
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„ love.” But this was not the caſe with our Chriſtian 

Hero, © he kept the faith,“ he did not apoſtatiſe from, 

nor did he forſake the way of the Lok D. But as a 

Miniſter he kept the doctrines pure and uncorrupt 

againſt all oppoſers whatſoever z therefore he ſaith, 

„We are not as many, which corrupt the word of 

» Gop: but as of ſincerity, but as of God, in the 

* ſight of Go ſpeak we in CHRIST.“ He did not 

corrupt the word by falſe gloſſes and human mixtures, 

by adding to it or taking from it; he did not attempt 

to blend it with vain philoſophy, as the falſe Apoſtles, 

to pleaſe the carnal ears and hearts of men; mixing 

law and goſpel, grace and works, in the buſineſs of 

ſalvation ; ſo far. was he from adulterating the word of 

Faith, that he delivered it as he received it, with all 

integrity and faithfulneſs z. not ſeeking applauſe from 

men, but the glory of Gop, and the good of ſouls. 

The word which the Apoſtle uſes is very emphatic, 

and ſignifies ſolicitouſiy to keep, or to keep carefully and 

diligewly, and ſave ſomething, leſt it either be loſt or 
violently taken away. And truly he was very faith» 
ful to the truſt repoſed in him, for he in all ſincerity 
freely and plainly diſpenſed, diligently: and carefully 
kept the doctrines which he was entruſted with, eſteem- 
ing them a rich, yea an enriching treaſure; and him- 
ſelf as a ſteward: and a good“ ſteward he was of the 
® manifold grace of Gop z* for he did not conceal or 
depart from the truth, but held it faſt without waver- 
ing, agaiaſt all oppoſition whatſoever : * he would not 
give place by ſubje&ion, no not for an hour, that 
the truth of the goſpel, which was dearer to him 
* than life,” might continue with the Galatian 
churches. Satan and his emiſſaries have had many a 
pull, and would have wreſted the goſpel out of the 
hands of the Lord's ſervants; but the Logp ſtands 
by them, and is with them, agreeable to his promile : 
for he is not only a promiſe-making and a promiſe- 
keeping, but a promiſe- performing GD Faithful 
© 
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is he that hath promiſed, ſaying, Lo, I am with you 
n always, even unto the end of the world.® Therefore, 
as long as he is with them to keep them, to ftrengthen 


them, to teach them, and to deliver them from every 


evil work, from all the temptations of Satan, the 


ſnares of the world, and from the dominion of fin, 
they keep the faith, and do not deny his name, but 
hold faſt that which they have received; and do 
not deſert his cauſe, and apoſtatiſe from him. Hold 
s faft till I come; let no man take thy crown. 

Or elſe the Apoſtle conſidered this Faith committed 


to him as a jewel. And indeed the goſpel is a moſt 


precious jewel. It is, as the royal Preacher faith of 
Wicdom, „ More prcious than rubies; all things that 
u thou canſt deſire are not to be compared unto her.“ 
It is a jewel of immenſe worth : herein are diſplayed 
all the riches of grace. It is the means, the glaſs by 
which a diſcovery is made of the true riches of CHRIST, 
and all ſpiritual bleſſings with him : ſuch as the rich 
robe of his righteouſneſs, of free and full pardon of 
all fin, * In whom we have redemption through his 
* blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, according to the 
s riches of his grace; that is, (the Father's grace) to 
« the praiſe of the glory of which he hath made us 
s accepted in the beloved.” [als © 
It is hereby, under the Spirit's ſpecial influences, 
perſons come to be rich in Faith, and rich towards 


| Gov. O what a rich, a precious jewel is the goſpel 


of the grace of Gop in the ſeveral doctrines thereof 
How highly has it been valued and eſteemed ! Holy 
Fob ſaith, ® he eſteemed the words of his mouth more 


than his neceſſary food. And the royal Pſalmiſt 


declares, * They are more to be deſired than gold, 
« yea, than much fine gold; and further ſaith, * the 
* Jaw of thy mouth is better to me than thouſands of 
s oold and ſilver: Therefore I love thy command- 
= ments above gold, yea above fine gold. Therefore 
he kept them carefully and diligently, as he expreſſes 

7 himſelf 


himſelf over and over in the hundred and nineteenth 
pſalm. So our Apoſtle z he maintaiped and contend- 
ed for, and would not part with this jewel at any rate, 
upon any conſiderations whatſoever, for the doctrines 


of the word were dearer to him than all the world. 


Having conſidered the ſeveral parts of the ſeventh 


verſe, and expatiated upon them, in which we have 


the Chriſtian delineated, or the Miniſterial work ex- 
emplified, I proceed now to conſider, (2.) The pleal- 
ing account. which the Apoſtle gives of that which 
ſupported, encouraged and animated him under all 
he met with in his Chriſtian courſe and Miniſterial 
work, in theſe words, Henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lok, 
the righteous Judge, ſhall give unto me at that day; 
„and not to me only, but unto them alſo that love 
* his appearing.” From which words it is clear that 
the great Apoſtle Paul, as well as Moſes, had reſpect 
* to the recompence of reward: therefore he faith, 
after he had been engaged in the battles of the Lox p, 
and had warred a good warfare, Hencefortb, or thete 
remains, — All that I have to do is to receive 
% my crown; to go home to my inheritance ; which 
js reſerved for me.” He had ſerved the Log in his 
generation, and now he had nothing to do but to die, 
but * to depart, and to be with CHRIST, to poſſeſs 
and enjoy that glory he was from the beginning de- 
ſigned unto, and, under the ſpecial operations of the 
holy Ghoſt, prepared for. 1 

In theſe words we have, 1ſt, An account of that 
which the Apoſtle expected, it is called, firſt, Acrown; 
ſecondly, A crown of righteouſneſs; thirdly, A crown 
of righteouſneſs which is laid up for me. 2dly, We have 
an account from whom he expected this crown, or who 


is the beſtower thereof, and when it ſhall be beſtowed ; 


” which the Lo&p, the righteous Judge, ſhall give 
* me at that day.“ 2dly, This happineſs is not li- 
mited or confined to the Apoſtle and primitive chriſ- 
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1 =. tians: for he ſaith, And not to me only, but unto 


i, © ALL them that love his appearing.” The happineſs 
. which the Apoſtle expected is repreſented and expreſſed, 
1 (I.) by a crown. In ſome parts of the Oracles of 
17 redeeming love it is called a crown of liſe: thus the 


Apoſtle James ſaith, * Bleſſed is the man that endureth 
.* temptation, for when he is tried he ſhall receive the 
19 crown of life. Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
* will give thee a crown of life.“ It is alſo called 
| * a crown of glory, an incorruptible crown ;* and 
1 here ® a crown of ee a crown that fadeth 
1 not away.“ The felicity which the ſaints enter into 
1 at death is called a crown, to denote the matchleſs 
| glory, magnificent ſplendor, tranſcendent excellency 
and perfection thereof: thus it is ſaid by the royal 
Hil Preacher, That the wiſe“ (that is, thoſe that are 
Bi | made wiſe to ſalvation) * ſhall inherit glory: not the 
| glory of this world, or have honour among men in 
| it; for they are treated as the off ſcouring of all things; 
but the glory of that better world, for which they are 
5 waiting. ee 3 
HF O what glory ſhall the believer enjoy and enter 
72 | Into at death] It is inconceivable, inexpreſſible, and 
. incomparable. He enters into the joy of his Lozp, 
þ and beholds his glory. Father, I will that they 
j n alſo whom thou haſt given me, be with me where 
| .% ] am, to behold my glory.“ Who can but ad- 
[ . mire, who can but love and adore, who can but 
wonder at the gracious words that proceed from a 
dear Saviour's lips? This glory conſiſts in perfection 
{ of ſanctification and complete happineſs. Perfection 
N of ſanctification is the crown of all, and though the 
| work begun in the ſoul of a veſſel of mercy here is 
| perfect in its nature and kind, and ſhall be perpetual, 
Fi having for its principle & that incorruptible feed which 
| u Jiveth and abideth for ever. He that has begun 


| 

| u this work, this good work, will perform it until 
[ the day of Ixsus CurisT,” Yet in heaven their 
| A815 happineſs 
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happineſs ſhall be for ever complete, and they par- 
take of perfect delight, joy and pleaſure, joy un- 
« ſpeakable and full of glory. O when the Chriſtian, 
the ſervant of CHRIST, receives his crown, he ſhall 
have no unclean thing in or about him, but ſhall be 
freed from all his fears, read his ſalvation in and from 
the original of it, and ſhall drink at the fountain 
head of thoſe ® rivers of pleaſure which are at Gop's 
s right hand.“ He ſhall then have the deſires of 
his heart fulfilled, and no appetite unſatisfied. His 
higheſt deſire, while here, was to be like unto CHRIST, 
and to be with Car1sT ; with him he ſhall be, and 
that for ever. He often wiſhed to praiſe him with- 
out a faultering tongue, and now Cnr1sT always 
ſhines and ſmiles, and he ever ſings his praiſes with- 
out wearineſs, for © there ſhall be no night there, but 
with ten thouſand times ten thouſand admiring and 
u adoring Angels, and thouſands of thouſands of the 
Spirits of juſt men made perfect, ſhall the Saint 
admire and adore diſtinguiſhing grace; and every 
thing in the celeſtial dome ſhall conſpire to raiſe his 
joy, which ſhall be eternal. * In thy preſence is ful- 
* neſs of joy; at thy right hand are pleaſures for 
* evermore, As for me I will behold thy face in 
* righteouſneſs ; I ſhall be ſatisfied when I awake in 
thy likeneſs.® For then, „as a bridegroom re- 
% joices over the bride, ſo ſhall thy Gop rejoice over 
® thee; yea thy God ſhall be thy glory.“ Which 
will be found ſuch an eternal weight, ſuch a maſſy 
crown, as all the kingdoms, crowns, inheritances, 
riches, and honors of this world are not to be com- 
pared with it. 5 | 

I might add, that the happineſs which the Apoſtle 
expected is repreſented and exprefled by a crown, and 
a crown is ſuitable to their character: they are Kings, 
made Kings. They have received a kingdom of 
grace, which cannot be moved or taken away; they 

Kew D 2 reign 


28 
reign as Kings over all their ſpiritual enemies, and 
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ſhall yet more openly before the kingdom is delivered 


unto the Father. They live and fare like Kings, 


having * bread to eat that the world knows nothing of, 
the hidden manna, angels food, the bread of Gop. 
They are clothed like Kings in rich apparel, in 
clothing of - wrought gold, in the fine linen which 
1 1s the righteouſneſs of the Saints.“ They have a 
kingdom, and thrones prepared for them; Come, 
ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 

* pared for you from the foundation of the world. 
Now as they are made Kings, and have a kingdom 
prepared for them, and they are prepared for it, be- 
ing raiſed up by efficacious grace to fit among princes, 
and to. inherit the throne of glory, a crown is ſuitable 


to their character and dignity. 


But 2445, It is called“ a crown of righteouſneſs, x 
becauſe, 1. Thoſe that are brought to glory, and en- 
Joy this crown, they are all righteous perſons : Thy 

« people ſhall be all righteous. They are righteous 
in the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, which is imputed to 
them, and put upon them; and hereby“ they are 
* juſtified from all things, being all fair and without 
ſpot. They are righteous, inaſmuch, as under 
the imputation of righteouſneſs to them, the Holy 
Ghoſt infuſes a principle of righteouſneſs into them: 
„For a perſon,” as worthy Mr Bauman obſerves, 
«© muſt be righteous by imputation, before his perſon, 
« his intellectuals can be qualified with good, as to 
* the principle of good. For Faith, the Spirit, nor 
any grace is given to the ſinner before Gop has made 


* him Tighteous with the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
% To conclude otherwiſe, is as much as to ſay; that 


% an unjuſtified man has Faith, has the Spirit, and 
e the graces thereof, which is tooverthrow the Goſpel. 


But the truth is, the Spirit which makes our perſons 


good, 1 mean that which ſanctifies our natures, is 
| the 
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u the fruit of the righteouſneſs which is by Jzsvs 
u Cyr1sT.*” Thus far that great and good man. 
Which is the occaſion of what 1 obſerved above, that 
the Spirit comes in and under the imputation of Im- 
manuel's righteouſneſs, and makes a man righteous 
by infuſing into him, or poſſeſſing him with a principle 
of righteouſneſs : in conſequence hereof the man is 
practically righteous, Mark the Apoſtle's words, be- 
ing made free from fin;* that is, being juſtified 
u freely by the grace of Gop, through the redemption 
% which is in CyrIsT IESUS;“ what follows, © and 
become ſervants of God" that is, by that turn 
which the divine Spirit makes upon and gives to our 
hearts in regeneration. What is the conſequence? 
* we have our fruit unto holineſs, and the end ever- 
laſting life.“ ia 
2. It comes through the righteouſneſs of Curist. 
It is that which gives a right unto it, and without 
' which it cannot be enjoyed: © The wages of fin is 
s death, but the gift of Gop is eternal life through 
* Tesus CHRIST our LoR D. That being juſtified 
by his grace we ſhould be made heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life.“ | 
To this purpoſe the Apaſtle argues in his Epiſtle 
to the Romans, chapter 5. from the 15th verſe to the 
end of the chapter. All which reaſoning ſhews, that 
believers have a legal * and title to this Crown, 
to this glory. They were from the beginning prepared 
for it through the righteouſneſs of a divine J 2s us, 
dee hath magnified the Law, and made it honoura- 
3. Becauſe it is poſſeſſed and enjoyed in a way of 
righteouſneſs, or in a' righteous way, and not by 
force or uſurpation, as earthly kingdoms and crowns 


= — - 
— - 


often are. In ſhort, it is Gop the Father's free gife 
to all his children. * Fear not, little, or very little 


* flock, it is yaur Father's good pleaſure to give * 
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the kingdom.” It is that which they are born 
heirs unto, and have a meetneſs for, through regene- 
rating and ſanctifying grace. Giving thanks unto 
the Father, which hath made us meet to be par- 
© takers of the inheritance of the ſaints in light.” 

4. It is ſo called becauſe it is expreſſive of the per- 
fect holineſs and righteouſneſs of the heavenly ſtate, 
and of the ſaints in it, who will be without fin, made 
perfect in knowledge, holineſs and love, in peace 
and joy, being completely righteous in the Redeemer's 
righteouſneſs, and the holineſs of ChR IST imparted 
for “ we are partakers of his holinefs:“ by which we 
receive a nature and principle ſuitable to ſpiritual action 
now, which will render us capable of all the glory of 
the land of light : but as I have hinted at this before, 
I forbear, and proceed to conſider, | 

(3.) Why it is ſaid to be laid up for me: There 
® js laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs.” The 
bliſs, the glory which the Apoſtle looked for, ſigni- 
fied by this crown, is ſaid, 1. To be laid up. 2, We 
have here the ſatisfaction and pleaſure which the A- 
poſtle had therein, it is laid up for me. O the ſweet- 
neſs of the individuation : it is for me that this glory 
1. This happineſs is laid 
up, that is, reſerved, kept ſafe, as an inheritance for 
a child : and truly this word importeth two things, 
as, 1. A deſignation, or appointment, or beſtowment 
of that which is laid up to and upon ſome liar 
perſon. It is an alluſion to fathers who are careful 
to lay up for their children, a portion for this child, 
and a portion for that child, by name: ſo ſaith Paul, 
* my heavenly Father has laid up a crown, a crown 
* of glory ;* it is reſerved and laid up in heaven: it 
is an inheritance, a large eſtate, a rich poſſeſſion; 
1 it is an incorruptible crown, an inheritance that is 
* undefiled, and fadeth not away; “ it is laid up for 
me, for you, who are kept by the power wo 
| view 


The Chriſtian Hero's Work: and Crown. 31 


A view of this by faith, made the ſweet Pſalmiſt and 
Singer of Iſrael in a kind of rapture to cry out, O 
* how great is thy goodneſs, which thou haſt laid up 
© for them that fear thee!® All grace and all glory 
was laid up in the heart of Gop and CHRISH from 
everlaſting, therefore he will give grace and glory: 
grace and glory are inſeparably connected together, 


where the one is, the other ſhall take place; tor it is 


laid up for thoſe who are heirs of Gop ; it is not laid 
up for any or every one; it is for ſome particular 
rſons, who are choſen of Gop, as Paul was; ſuch 
individuals, and peculiar ones, who are diſtinguiſhed 
by the ſpecial and eternal love of Gos the Father, 
who are redeemed by the precious blood of Carisr, 
and ſanctified and made meet by the Holy Ghoſt 
which meetneſs includes in it all the acts of Gop's 
grace towards them, upon them, and in them, 
But, 2. This word Laid ve, importeth a reſerva- 
tion or keeping of that which is laid up ſafe to the 
uſe of that particular perſon it is deſigned for : fo then 
it denotes the ſecrecy and hiddenneſs of a thing. This 
glory conſiſts of things inviſible to the bodily eye, 
tar beyond the reach of carnal ſenſe and reaſon, of 
which faith at beſt has only ſome ſmall glimpſes. It 
is ſuch a glory as will never wither and die; pleaſures 
which will never end, and which will be enjoyed 


without any decreaſe or loathing. | 


Again, (3.) This phraſe denates the ſafety and ſe- 
curity of what is laid up: It is ſecure, it is in the 
hand and heart of CarisT, hid in CHRIST; it is re- 
ſerved or laid up in heaven, and cannot be loſt, or 
got at, or ſpoiled, by men or devils. O] ho oft 
have men and devils ſtrove to rob Chriſtians, and to 
rend their ſouls from their Gop ; but they have never 
been able, nor never ſhall ; for a divine Jzsvs ſaith, 
* I give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall never 
„ periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of my 
, hand, My Father, which gave them me, is 
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greater than all, and none is able to pluck them 
u out of my Father's hand.® 

Once more, (4.) This expreſſion denotes Gop's 
paternal love, his parental care in providing and be- 
ſtowing ſuch grace and ſuch glory upon his dear chil- 
dren. *” Bleſſed be the Gop and Father of our Lozp 
* Jesvs CHRIST, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiri- 


s tual bleſſings in heavenly places in CyrisT Jzsvus, 


according as he hath choſen us in him before the 
© foundation of the world, that we ſhould be holy 


and without blame before him in love: having 


s predeſtinated us unto the adoption of children by 
« Jesus CHR1ST to himſelf, according to the good 
* pleaſure of his will:“ He laid up this crown, and 
not only laid it up but made him acquainted there 
with: which brings me, OT | 

2. To conſider the pleaſure and ſatisfaction which 


the Apoſtle had therein, which cauſed him to ſay it 


is laid up for me. To have this ſatisfaction muſt be 
moſt exceeding pleaſant, very delightful, encourag- 
ing and ſupporting, eſpecially in the views of death 
and eternity. And this perſuaſion cometh from him 
u that calleth us out of darkneſs into his marvelous 
light.” It is ® the Spirit that beareth witneſs with our 
ſpirits x of our intereſt in this Crown of righteouſneſs 
for he, and he only; it is that * ſearcheth the deep 
u things of GOD: it is a mercy not only to have an 
intereſt in CHRIST, but alſo to know it, ſo as to be 
capable of ſaying with Thomas, My Lord and my 
s Gop;® and with Fob, © I know that my Redeemer 
* liveth zu and with Paul, © who loved me, and gave 
* himſelf for mez” and in our text © it is laid up for 
s® me.* This is not attained, but is the gift of Gop, 
* To you it is given to know the — ava of the 


kingdom of heaven. It is produced by the Holy 


Ghoſt, who dwelleth in believers, being given unto 


them, © That they may know the things which are 


freely given to them of GOD. He has a way of 
A aſſuring 
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aſſuring the heart and perſuading the ſoul of the chriſ- 
tian of the certainty. of his being brought unto, and 
ſſeſſion of, that glory which Gop has pre- 
or them that love him, He enlightens their 


put in 


minds, he ſhines into their underſtandings, and in- 
forms their judgments, and draws forth faith and 
every other grace into act and exerciſe, and cauſes the 
ſoul to ſee, and perſuades it to believe, that © this crown 


u of righteouſneſs is laid up for him, and that it ſhall. 


be given to him by the Loxo, the righteous Judge, 
* at that day.” 5 | 

Which brings me to conſider, 2. From whom the 
Apoſtle expected all this happineſs. The Apoſtle 
expected to receive all his future glory as a free gift, 
and in a way of righteouſneſs ; therefore he faith, 


Which the Lok b, the righteous judge ſhall give 


me at that day.” -Here we ſhall confider, 1. Who 
is deſigned by ® the Lo RD, the righteous Judge.“ 
2. What he doth in this capacity: he gives this crown 
of righteouſneſs at that day. 1, Who is deſigned 
by * the Logo, the righteous Jupcs ? by the Lon o 
is meant the Lord Jesus CHRIST: that ſame IEsus 
that appeared to Paul when he was going to Damaſcus 
and called to him from heaven, ſaying, * Saul, Saul, 
* why periecuteſt thou me? and he ſaid, Who art 
thou Loa p? and the Lox ſaid, I am Ixsus.“ 
Beſides, it is evident that it is Jzsvs the Sox of God, 
trom his character as Judge; for he is Lord of all, 
and has all judgment committed unto him. For 
* the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 


judgment unto the Son. Therefore it is ſaid, ® He 


© hath given him authority to execute judgment, be- 
” cauſe he is the Son of man: and hath appointed a 
© day, in the which he will judge the world in righ- 
© teouſneſs, by that man whom he hath ordained; 
* whereof he hath given aſſurance unto all men, in 
that he hath raiſed him from the dead,” R 
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From whence, and ſeveral other parts of the ſcrip- 
tures, it is clear there will be a judgment; and that 
this will be a moſt ſolemn day. Think therefore, 
think, O my ſoul, how thou ſhalt ſtand in judgment; 
ſtand before the Incarnate Gon, ' who iſſues forth from 
light inacceſſible, with ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
angels, to judge both men and devils. Such a Judge, 
before whom the pillars of the earth tremble,” the 
* deep-rooted mountains ſhake, and the world melts 
® away; before whom the heavens depart as a ſcroll 
when it is rolled together.“ A Judge, once long- 
ſuffering and very compaſſionate, but now unalterably 
determined to execute judgment upon all; and to 
teach ftubborn ſinners what it is to provoke the eyes 
of his glory, to violate his law, and to trample upon 
and deſpiſe his word. And he will be found to be a 
righteous Judge indeed; for he is righteous as he is 
Gop, as he is man and mediator, and in the diſcharge 
of all his offices, and fo he wilt in being the Judge of 
all; for ” righteouſneſs ſhall be the girdle of his loins, 
* and faithfulneſs the girdle of his reins; and with 
„ righteouſneſs ſhall he judge the world, and the 
people with equity.“ | | 

I proceed, 2dly, To confider what He doth, as it 
is expreſſed, © He ſhall give me at that day ;* He 
ball give: that is, freely beſtow; not make an offer, 
propoſal, or tender of this crown, of this glory; no; 
but as he gives grace, ſo he gives glory. © The 
* Lon p Gop is a ſun, and a ſhield; he will ore 
» orace and glory.” Which glory was primarily given 
unto Cyr1sT: He has it in his hands to give it to 
others, to thoſe that were given to him; and he doth 
give it. He gives a right unto it, a meetneſs for it, 
an earneſt of it, and a kind of poſſeſſion now; and 
will. give the actual enjoyment thereof when believers 
come to die: for death is the portal through which 
they paſs to * enter into the joy of their Loxb, and 
to inherit that kingdom, which is prepared, * 

* that 
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that crown of righteouſneſs which. is given, freely 
„ given by theLogp.” | But when ? [t 55 47 that day. 


This particular day muſt deſign either the day of a 


Saint's death; the time of his diſſolution or departure, 


which was at hand, was very near. lt is appointed 
u fot all once to die.“ Miniſters and People muſt die. 
s Your Fathers, where are they? and the Prophets, 
do they live for ever ? No: one generation paſſeth 
* away, and another generation cometh,” Indulge, 
O my Soul, a ſerious pauſe, for thou muſt in a little 
while paſs out of time into an awful, an unalterable 
eternity z and this body muſt dwell in the gloomy 
manſion of the grave; and thou knoweſt not how 
ſoon ! O mayſt thou be alſo ready, *” for in ſuch an 
n hour as thou thinkeſt not,” the final ſummons 
cometh, and thou muſt bid an eternal adieu to all 
the evanid pleaſures and .trifling toys and tarniſhed 


glories of this world. Or elſe by THaT Day the 


Apoſtle deſigns the Reſurrection, and day of the laſt 
judgment, which, by way af eminency, is called 
THAT DAY, and the day of the Logd. They ſhall 
u be mine, faith the Lozp of hoſts, in THAT par, 
* when I make up my jewels, . Many will ſay unto 
* me in that day. But the day of the Lord will come. 
u Which day of the Lok p will be very glorious; for 
* the Lok op himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with 
" a ſhout, with the voice of the archangel and the 
® trump of Gop,. and all that are in the graves ſhall 
hear his tremendous voice, and the obedient grave 
* ſhall give up her dead,” This will be a dreadful 
day to.the wicked, but a bright and glorious one to 
the godly ; for they ſhall hear his voice, and what 
ſoul-raviſhing words will proceed from his gracious 


lips? He will ſay, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, 


receive the kingdom which ſhall never be removed: 


® wear the crown, the crown of glory, which fadeth 


„not away; and enjoy thoſe pleaſures which are for 
a L 2 evermore.“ 
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* eyermore.” Seeing then we look for ſuch things, 
What manner of perſons ought we to de iy all 275 
M converlation and godlineſs ? 1 | 


1 come to the laſt clauſe, I. and l, „And not 
© to me only, but unto them alſo that love his ar 
ing.“ From which words it is evident and clear, 
that the glory which the Apoſtle had in view was not 
limited to the Apoſtle, nor to the primitive Chriſtians; 
for he faith, * not to me only, but untb them alſo 
« that love his appearing. Here we ſhall conſider, 
1/}, What the Apoſtle means by his appearing. 24ly, 
The deſcription of thoſe who ſhall enjoy this Crown 
us well as the Apoſtle ; they are ſuch as“ love his ap- 

* pearing, * 

1ſt, What the Apoſtle means by his appearing. 
That CHr1sT hath appeared once cannot be denied, 
for ® Gop was made manifeſt in the fleſh. In the 
 fulneſs of time Gop ſent forth his Son made of a 
s woman, made under the law.” Hark what the vo- 
lame of inſpiration ſaith; But once, in the end of 
u the world, hath he appeared.“ He appeared v in 
* the faſhion of a man,“ as an afflited man; yea, 
he looked like a mean man, a ſinful man, bearin 
* the ſins and infirmities of his people ;* and by his 
obedience, ſufferings, and death, he finiſhed the 
work he came about; hereupon * He was taken v 
* into heaven,” But as the adoring angels ſaid to the 
gazing diſciples, © Ye men of Galilee, why ſtand ye 

* gazing up into heaven? this ſame Jzsus, which is 
taken up from you, ſhall ſo come.* We may reſt 
ſatisfied he will come again, and that he will appear 
the ſecond time, from his on teſtimony, and from 
the teſtimony of his Apoſtles, who affirm that“ He 
„ ſhall appear; yea, ſhall come in the clouds of hea- 
« ven, and every eye ſhall fee him:“ then will he 
cleave the ftarry plain. 1 he incarnate Gop will ap- 


pear 
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pear in his own and in his Father's glory, He will 
then appear as. King of kings, and Lord of lords ;. 
as the Judge, the righteous Judge of the whole earth. 

And truly this will be, (1.) A moſt ſolemn appear- 
ing indeed; for the dead ſhall be raiſed,” and he 
will ſummons the whole world before him, and * will 
execute judgment upon all. The tremendous ſo- 


jemnity of his appearing will ſtrike terror into his ene- 


mies, but will greatly enhance the joy and triumph ot 


his friends, and excite the adoration that is due to ſo 


glorious a perſonage. Then will the raiſed ſaints rub 
the duſt from their eyes in that day, and ſay, Lo, 
» this is our Gop, we have waited for him, and he 
» will ſave us: this is the LorD, we have waited for 
„him, we will be glad, and rejoice in his ſal vation.“ 
O he' will come, but his coming will not be in that 
humble form in which he appeared at the firſt ; but 
it will be with angels ſhouting, trumpets blowing, 
and ſaints rejoicing ; all which ſer forth the ſolemn 
grandeur in which he will appear. - 
But, (2.) It will be a giorious appearing ;. = 

A 


for the bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing o 
the greatGop, and our Saviour Jzsvs CHRIST. A 
glorious appearing it will be indeed, for he will ap- 
pear in all the glories and perfection of his deity ; his 
omniſcience' and omnipotence will be very conſpicu- 


ous. He will come in the glories of his human na- 


ture, with which he is now crowned, and“ in his 
« Father's glory, and in the glory of his holy angels; 
and all his ſaints with him. © When CHRIST, who is 
* our life, ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with 
* him in glory ;® with a great glory on their bodies, 
which will be made like unto Cxr1sT's glorious 


body zu and a glory in their ſouls, being made per- 


fect in holineſs, having on the robe of CHRIS r's 
righteouſneſs, and in the ſhining robes of immortality, 
incorruption, and glory, being made perfectly like 


* to him, and ſhall be for ever with him.“ 


I g0 


* 
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1 go on, II. To confider the deſcription given of 
the perſons that ſhall enjoy this crown: they are 
ſuch * as love his appearing.“ They are lovers. of 
the Loxp, and love his appearing. Theſe are they 
that ſhall alſo inherit this glory, enjoy this crown of 
righteouſneſs ; ſuch * as love his eating All that 
love him now will love him then ; and this love which 
the weakeſt Saint has to CHRIST, is a fruit of the 
Spirit, it flows from faith in his perſon; it is not 
carnal but ſpiritual, and an evidence of regeneration, 
* For in CHRISH Jesvs, neither circumciſion availeth 
* any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but faith which 
„ worketh by Iove. The fruit of the Spirit is love.“ 
Love to Gop and CnRISsT, which the natural man 
is deſtitute of, till the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, 
in the knowledge of CnRIST, opens the eyes of the 
ple of Gop to ſee the lovelineſs of his perſon, be- 
ing * fairer than the children of men, and alto 

1 lovely :* this charms their hearts and attracts their 
eye, ſo that © whom having not ſeen they love; in 
= whom, though now they be him not, yet believing, 
they rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full of glory.“ 
This expreſſion implies, , A ſtedfaſt faith in, and 
a firm perſuaſion of his appearing. This is the great 
fundamental principle of our holy religion. Even as 
the ſaints of old longed after and were deſirous of his 
coming or appearing in the fleſh ; ſo that nothing was 
more earneſtly expected, or paſſionately wiſhed and 
prayed for by the Old Teſtament Saints than his In- 
arnation; ſo as to believers now, in the exerciſe of 
aich which works by love, this love diſcovers itſelf 
by a longing for or deſires after his ſecond coming, 
or appearing the ſecond time; and their language is, 
Even ſo, Come LoRD JESUs.“ Aye, they are 
looking for that glorious appearing of the great 
& Gop, and our Saviour IE sus CHRIST: yea, looking 
4 for, and haſting unto the coming of the day of _ 
| that 


Itſelf 
ing. 


e is, 


are 
great 
king 
OD,“ 

that 
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that bright and "glorious day, when our incarnate 


Cop ſhall come in the clouds. of heaven, and every 


eye ſhall ſee him. 


Again, 2dly, It pl ies a patient waiting for it in 


the midſt of all diſcquragements for truly, faith in 
and love to Cyr 1$T's appearing, is that which ſup- 
ports the Chriftian, and gives him ſatisfactory conſo- 
ation in all difficulties, trials, diſtreſſes, and tempta- 
tions: and where there is a love to a perſon or thing, 
and a patient waiting, there will be a frequent con- 
verſing about that perſon or thing; * for out of the 
„ abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. In his 
* temple doth every one ſpeak of his glory.* Where- 
fore to conclude : As to love CAHRIST's appearing 
is one of the diſtinguiſhing characters of a true be- 
liever, to ſuch therefore, and only ſuch, ſhall this 
crown of righteouſneſs be given. 


Thus I have ,gone through what I deſigned from 
this copious ſubject. It is uſual upon ſuch occaſions 
to ſay 10 omething of the Deceaſed, and perhaps it may 
now be expected; but it is not agreeable to my incli- 
nation or uſual cuſtom, to enlarge upon perſonal cha- 
racters of deceaſed friends in public diſcourſes of this 
nature; but if I had no diſinclination or averſion to 


Funeral Encomiums, I am entirely incapable thereof, 


having neyer had the pleaſure of any acquaintance 
with our deceaſed Brother; and therefore | may be 
the more readily excuſed from attempting to ſpeak any 
thing of him; only this let me ſay to you who had 
ſome knowledge of him, and were attendants on his 
miniſtrations, that you are called to conſider his Faith, 
his Gifts, Life and Converſation ; and ſo far as he 
was a follower of CHx Is be ye alſo followers of him, 
who is now, I truſt, inheriting and enjoying that 
* Crown of righteouſneſs which the Lok p, the righte- 
* ous Judge, will give to all that love his — 5 
In 
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40 The Chriftian Herd Work and Crown. . 
In 8a word, and to cloſe all, may you, the ſorrow- 
ing Widow and Offspring of our Brother, be ſupport- 
ed, and find this providence is abundantly ſanctißed 
unto you; and may you, by the Gop of all grace be 
prepared for the like change; then will you meet, 
your Dear Relative and never part more, and together 
Join the general aſſembly and church of the Firſt- 
born in aſcriptions of praiſe to our Gop and the 
Lamb for ever and ever. Amen, ' 
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A CONFESSION of FAITH. 


CD NIN CE Gor, who makes uſe of what 
22 2 inſtruments he pleaſes for the carrying 
25 8 I on of his own cauſe / in the world,” has 
2 


ſo highly honoured me, a mere worm, 
GAAP as 2 me in his vineyard to la- 
bour in the Goſpel, I would at this time, according 
to what has been deſired, and is commonly expected 
upon ſuch an occaſion as this, give as ſhort and full 
account, as I reaſonably can, of thoſe things which 
believe, before many witneſſes. * * 


When I conſider the heavens, the ſun, moon, and 
ſtars, with all creatures above and below, they give 
me to believe that there is a Gop by whom they were 
made, and by whom they are continued; and that 
thoſe, who from the works of creation do not under- 
ſtand that there is a ſupreme Being, who is the Cauſe 
of all things, are blind and cannot ſee afar off: For 
the inviſible things of him from the creation of the 
* world are clearly to be ſeen, being underſtood by 
the things that are made, even his eternal power 
and godhead: “ ſo that all perſons are without ex- 
cuſe; and it will be in vain for men to plead igno- 
rance of a Gop, when that which is before theit 
eyes does ſo plainly hold him forth. But this is not 
the only account we have of Go; We have a ſure 
* word of prophecy, whereunto we do well that we 
take heed; as unto a light that ſhines in a dark 
place; I mean the mw Scripture ; Which I own 

2 as 
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as a ſtanding rule in matters of faith and practice, it 
being given by divine inſpiration, and being pro- 
u fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
* inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that the man of Gop 
may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good 
u works.” Herein I am given to underſtand that 
this Gop, © whoſe glory the heavens declare, and 
4 whoſe handy-work the firmament ſhows,” is an 


eternal, infinite, unchangeable, omniſcient, omnipo- 


tent, omnipreſent, holy, juſt, wiſe, independent Be- 
ing; * dwelling in the light, which no man can ap- 
s proach unto, whom no man has ſeen, or can ſee in 


this imperfect ſtate 3% to whom be honour and 
power everlaſting, | hot 


I am likewiſe in the divine records acquainted, that 
this God is to be conſidered in three perſons or ſub- 
ſiſtencies; namely, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; 
and that, though the Father is Go p, and the Son 


ovp, as alſo the Holy Ghoſt, yet there are not three 


Gops but one, in reſpect of eſſence or nature: ſo that 
from hence I conclude, that Gop is not ſo one, but 


that he is three; and not ſo three, but that he is one: 


to which purpoſe we read; That there are three 


4 that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 


* and the Holy Ghoſt; and theſe three are one ;“ 
not only agree in one, but are the ſame in ſubſtance, 
equal in power and glory. The doctrine of the 
Trinity to me ſeems to be one of the myſteries of 
the kingdo ven, which peculiarly belongs to 
Gop to reveal; and if I do not in all reſpects com- 
prehend it, yet, ſince the truth of it may be ga- 
thered from the Scripture, I think it my real duty 
to believe it, and, ſo far as I am capable, to vindicate 
it in the face of all oppoſers. 

I believe that it was in the eternal mind of Gop to 
make the world, and that He, who calls thoſe things 
which be not, as though they were, had a perfect 
knowledge of all his works, and the nature and _ 
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of them in his thoughts, before they were actually 
made. 

I believe that what falls out in Providence is on- 
ſiſtent with the decrees and purpoſes of Gop; as alſo 
that there are certain means appointed, by which his 
deſigns are effected; © for as the Loxp reigns, ſo his 
— ſhall ſtand, and he will do all his pleaſures | 

I am well aſſured, that as Gon is good, ſo he made | 
nothing but what was of the ſame kind. And Gop | 

« ſaw every thing that he had _—__ and behold it 
was very good.” | 

I readily take it for truth, that man was made up- 
right, and ſo in the image of Gop, with dominion | 
given him over the acher _——_ of his hands there 
below. | | 

I believe that as man was pure, fo be wen capable | 
of doing what was required of him, which we may = | 

well think was perfect obedience. He had no ſin to | 
| 
| 


hinder, nor worldly incumbrance to clog him. He 
had all that tended to make him happy as a creature; 
but he being mutable, and left to the freedom of his 


” S * SS * — 9 _— I 


own will, diſpbeyed the command of his Sovereign 
by eating the forbidden fruit, and thereby ſinned, 
and all, his poſterity in him; he being — common 
; head or repreſentative of the whole. | 

Therefore I believe that all perſons, as: they come 
into the world, are defiled with fin, and ſo tranſgreſ- 
ſors from the womb. Original fin, as a corrupt root, 
is ſeated in their bearts, from whence actual ſins, as 
branches, proceed; ſo that we may all ſay wich grief | 
of ſoul, © that we were ſhapen in inquiry, and con- U 
* ceived in fin. | 

I believe that Gop would have 


„ D 


| 

| 

| ll 
glorified himſelf i in | 


his juſtice, if he had dealt with man upon his diſ- 
obedience, as he dealt with the angels that ſinned, 
whom he has reſerved in everlaſting chains under 
** darkneſs unto the judgment of the great day.” 
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But I believe that Gop, who is infinitely wiſe; and 


never at a loſs how to advance his glory, ſet up 
CHRIST, or appointed him to be a Saviour, and con- 


ſidered him in his gracious deſigns and purpoſes with 


ard to mankind. 
I alſo firmly believe that ſome of the human race 


were choſen by Gon the Father, and given to his 


— who became ſurety for them, *in the counſel of 
ce that was between them both.“ 
The doctrine of Predeſtination appears to me to 
be clearly held forth in the Scripture, and greatly 
manifeſts the ſovereignty of Go p, that he will 
* have mercy on whom he will have mercy, and that 
u whom he will he leaves to hardneſs and blind- 
® neſs of heart,” It is clear to me, that Gop was 
not obliged to make choice of any, much leſs to 
fix upon all: the good pleaſure of his will in chooſing 
ſome in CnR1sT, before the foundation of the world, 
and ordaining them to eternal life by him, is doing 
no injuſtice to them who are left to periſh in their 
fins: for it is certain * that all have ſinned, and come 
* ſhort of the glory of Gop ;” and it is as true that 
he may juſtly do what he will with his own: to me 
therefore it ſeems beſt not to find fault with Gop, 
but rather to aſcribe righteouſneſs to him, whoſe 

works and ways in all reſpects are juſt and true. 
Moreover, I believe that Gop in CHRIST is a Gop 
in covenant with his choſen; and that as the covenant 
with Adam, and in him his poſterity, was a covenant 
of works, ſo the covenant in CHRIS is a covenant of 
grace. This covenant carries in it ſpecial bleſſings to 
all thoſe who are intereſted therein ; and it likewiſe 
runs upon abſolute terms. And I will be to them 
„ a Gop,. and they ſhall be to me a people.“ 

Again, I believe that the Son of Gop, the ſecond 
perſon in the Trinity, did, according to covenant- 
agreement, in due time, take into union with himſelf 
the nature of man, which was born of the Virgin 

Mary, 
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Mary,. and thereby was © Gop: manifeſt in the fleſh.” 


I am further ſatisfied that the human nature, which 


the Son of Gop took into relation with himſelf was 
without ſin, though ſubject to ſome infirmities, ſuch 
as grief, hunger, wearineſs, and the like. I alſo am 
perſuaded, that by the union of the natures, there is 


no change of either, that is to ſay, the divine nature 


thereby does not become human, nor the human 
divine; ſo that both natures, I conceive, retain their 
eſſential properties, but conſtitute one perſon forever. 

I believe that the great deſign of the Son of Gop 


in his appearing in this world was, that he might de- 


ſtroy the works of the Devil: and that what CHRIST 
did and ſuffered was not only in order to ſet an ex- 
ample for us, but likewiſe to ſatisfy for ſin; I there- 
fore verily believe that his active and paſſive obedience 
was a fulfilling of the law of Gop, and an anſwering 
the demands of juſtice in the room of poor ſinners, 
and that hereby be became the Author of eternal 
s ſalvation unto all them that do and ſhall obey him. 

I believe that CHRIS, having by his death finiſhed 
transgreſſion, and made an end of {in in reſpect of ſa- 
tisfaction, as alſo having overcame thoſe enemies that 
ſtood in the way of his peoples ſalvation, aſcended in 
a triumphant manner to glory, and took his place at 
the right hand of Goo. 15 


I believe that there is no ſalvation from ſin and | 


wrath but by Cari1sT : and therefore conclude, that 
perſons are not their own ſaviours; and that to aſſert 
they are ſo, would be in effe& to render the death of 
CHRIST of no great account; for to what end did he 
come into the world, and ſubmit to a ſhameful and 
painful death, if ſalvation could have been by our 
works? If ſuch an opinion be granted, it conſequently 
follows that ſalvation may be without Cur1sT ; and 
then to what purpoſe is it ſaid “ that there is no ſal- 


vation in any other, and that there is none other 


Name 
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* muſt. be ſaved ?* 
Again, I believe that, 2 Cunlur is 4 Saviour; 0 
he is a great one, and chat ® he is able to ſave them 


* to the uttermoſt that came unto Go by him; and 


that thoſe who are convinced of ſin, and mourn fot 
it, have no reaſon to deſpair of finding CuhRISH an 


able and willing Saviour: for he gave his life a ran. 


ſom for great ſinners, and graciouſſy encourages thoſe 
to come unto him that labour, and are hear y. laden 
promiſing them reſt. 
Further, I believe that CHRIS our Mediator 
executes a three-fold office, namely, of a Prophet, 
Prieſt, and King: as a Prophet he teaches poor Souls 
by his Word and Spirit the knowledge of thoſe things 
in which God's glory, and their happineſs are con- 
cerned ; as a Prieſt, he has entered into heaven itſelf 


with his oem blood, and there makes meerceflion fot 


chem according to the will of Gop ; and as a 
he rules and governs in his church, adding'new'fab- 
jects thereunto, and. accordingly will, in ret Tae, 
effectually ſubdue all his and — enemies. 55 
I kkewiſe believe that all thoſe who were g 
Cunisr by the Father, and for whom he fhed his 
blood, are or ſhall be effectually called, and ſancti- 
fied by the Spirit; © they being choſen to fal vation 
through ſanctification of the Spirit, and beef of 
the truth. T 
Sanctiſication ĩs 2dlolorely neceflary in order to Y 
rification; u ſince without holineſs no man ſhall fee 
„the Lox p; * neither ſhall men ever enter into-Heas 
ven without being made meet for it: * for except a 
man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cate 
= not enter into the kingdom of G 
I believe thar it is by the righteouſneſs of Cnnivh 
iinputed, that perſons are juſtified: before Gov, and 
that = 10y who — truly ſenfible of the ſmfulneſs of 
their 
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their own performances, and have faith in the righte-. 


ouſneſs of Cukisr, as a meet righteouſneſs to render 


them acceptable with Gon, deſire to be found in it, 


s not having their own righteouſneſs, which is of the 
« law, but that which is thi 
u the righteouſneſs which is of Gop by faith.“ 
Juſtification, as an act of Gop in CHRIST, I take 
to be at once the full diſcharge of all ſin; but as this, 
in reſpe& of ourſelves, is not always known to us, 
and as we are daily ſinning againſt Gop,. and thereby 
contracting guilt ; ſo we have need to pray that Gop, 
according to the multitude of his tender mercies, 
u would blot out our transgreſſions.*® 
believe that, though by the deeds of the law 
there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in the ſight of Gon,“ 
yet good works are highly needful in point of duty; 
Gop having ordained that we ſhould walk in them. 
Sin is what all perſons ſhould be cautioned againſt; 
For my own part, I firmly conclude, if ever 1. be 
ſaved it muſt be by Grace, and yet I would be as 
careful to maintain good works as any of thoſe Who 
lay the ſtreſs of Salvation thereon. And, whatever elſe 


pel, I am fully convinced that they are fo far from 
giviog liberty to Sin, as that they rather reſtrain ug 

om it, and ” teach us to deny ungodlineſs, and 
v worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent world.“ _ | 
I believe that, however iniquity may abound, 


and the love of many with reſpe& to truth wax 


* cold,” yet the Lok will have a e from gene- 
ration to generation to ſerve aq hat the 
great deſign of his qualifying men to preach the Goſ- 
pel is, that Sinners might be converted,. and Saints 
— as allo that himſelf might thereby be glo- 
rifietc. ou . | 
believe that as Miniſters are to preach the Goſ- 
pel to all who come under the ſound of it, ſo that 
G they 


h the faith of CazisT, 


opinion ſome may have of the doctrines of the Goſ- 
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work of ſanctification be revived in their ſouls, and 


they are thoſe who repent and believe that ſhall be 
ſaved,” and that they are thoſe. that do not that ſhall 
be damned. 

I] believe that there are two ſpecial Ordinances, 
which CHRIST has inſtituted, and which are to be 


continued among his people; namely, Baptiſm and 


the Lord's- Supper. Jam ſatisfied in Infant - Baptiſm, 


Where there is any real appearance of good in the 


parents, or at leaſt in one of them. 

J believe, that all thoſe who have obtained precious 
Faith, through the righteouſneſs of Gop, and are 
honourable in their converſation, have a right, as 
the ſons and daughters of Gop, to dwell in his houſe, 
or church, and, accordingly, ſhall thereby partake 
of thoſe bleſſings that he there beſtows, which carry 
in them life for evermore, . - 

I believe, that as all perſons ſhould be . in their 
lives, or break off their ſins by righteouſneſs, ſo that 
it is in an eſpecial manner the duty of thoſe, who are 
fellow- citizens with the Saints, and of the houſhold 
of Gop, to walk, as much as in them lies,“ in all 
* the Commandments and Ordinances of the Loxp 
n blameleſs.“ They are to hear and read; they are 
to watch and pray; they are to do juſtly, to love 
u mercy, and to walk humbly with their Gop,® 
I believe the perſeverance: of the Saints. God, 
who is faithful, will not ſuffer them to fall ſhort of 
eternal happineſs : ; he will confirm them unto the 
end, having promiſed not to forſake them. They 
may have their ſlips, and ſometimes fall into grievous 
ſins, which may be very hurtful to themſelves, and 
diſhonourable to Gop; but, his grace being ſuffi- 
cient for them, they ſhall be reſtored again, and the 


at laſt perfected; being confident of this very thing, 

u that He, which has begun a good work, will per- 

form it until the day of Jesvs CHRIST.“ 
2. I believe, 
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J believe, that the ſouls of the righteous at death, 
immediately, under the conduct of the bleſſed Angels, 
paſs into a ſtate of glory, * where there are fulneſs of 
joy, and pleaſures for evermore ;* and that the 
ſouls of the wicked, after ſentence given, go to hell, 
there to receive the puniſhment juſtly due for ſin. 

I believe, that there will be a day of Judgment, 
and that Cayr1sT, to whom all power is given, will 
then judge the world in righteouſneſs, and fo give to 
every one their proper due, both as to reward and 
puniſhment : and hence, I further believe, that there 
will be a Reſurrection of the dead, both of the juſt, 
and unjuſt; and that the bodies raiſed will be in 
union again with their ſouls, that ſo body and ſoul, 
with reſpect to the one, may be glorified together, 
and with reſpect to the other, tormented for ever. 

T aſtly, I believe that CHRIST will make a ſepa- 
ration between the righteous and the wicked; and 
will ſay to the former, Come, ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world; but to the latter, 
„ Depart, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared 
for the Devil and his Angels.“ 


. 
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Theſe things I have, through Grace, for ſome 

D, years believed and maintained, and hope I ſhall do il 
the ſame to the end of my life, that ſo I may finiſh || 

my courſe with joy, and have a comfortable entrance 1 
1 into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour | 
Irsus CyrIisT. Now to Gop the Father, Gop the 
1d Son, and Gop the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed praiſe, 


| 
uf as is moſt due, for evermore. Amen. 
ad 
7 | | 
-4 N 1 
| 228 | 
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; And there was great joy in that city. 


HE Golpel, whatever ſome may think 
T of it, has, under a divine bleſſing, done 
J great R n world. i 5770 * 
a mean to pull down mens Babels, an 

mung to exalt God and CHRIST, and hereby 
Sinners have been converted, and golineſs has gained 
ground; and indeed, if the Goſpel is not of ſervice to 
mankind, I know not what will The preaching of 
the Law, from the common operations of the Spirit, 
may ſo far prevail upon the conſciences of men as to 
convict and terrify them, but it carries in it no ſalva- 
tion, Men may hear. by the Law the deſert of fin, 
and the wrath of Gop againſt every tranſgreſſor, but 
it is the Goſpel that brings peace, and that ſhows how 
perſons may eſcape the torments of Hell. They who 
preach the Goſpel in its purity ſhew unto ſouls the 
way of falvation, and how they may be truly and 
everlaſtingly happy, which can be no other than 
matter of joy to every believer, agreeable to the words 
before us, © and there was great joy in that city.“ 

We may here learn with whart delight the people of 
Samaria received the word, as preached by Philip. In 
the beginning of the chapter we have an account of 
a perſecution being raiſed, and the manner in which 
the martyr Stephen was buried; and how Sar (who 
conſented to the death of Sizphen) was a great inſtru- 
| | : | e 


s , Provebing of the Suh dee. | 
ment in carrying on the perſecution 3 as we read in 
verſe the third, where it is ſaid, that he made havock 
* of the church; and that, entering into every houſe, 
and haling men and women, he committed them to 
u priſon.” Saul appears to have been a buſy man 
by endeavouring to prevent the growing intereſt of 
CnRISsT. He ſpared no ſex, but extended his per- 
ſecuting power both to men and women, haling them, 
as if they had been ſome remarkable criminals, to 
priſon. This he acknowledged when free grace made 
a Change in him, as 1 Tim. i. 13. where he ſays of 
himſelf, that he was * before a blaſphemer, and per- 
ſecutor, and injurious, but that he obtained mercy 
* becauſe he did it ignorantly in unbelief.? Upon 
this perſecution, ſome godly perſons were ſcattered 
abroad and preached the word, verſe the 4th, * There- 
„ fore they that were ſcattered abroad, went every 
© way preaching the word.“ The cauſe of CHR NT 
hath ſeldom loft ground by perſecution.” The truth 
of that ſaying hath often been witneffed, '** The blood 
* of the martyrs is the ſeed of the church.“ The 
Goſpel has been like a fire, which while men' have 
ſtriven to put out in one place, has broken out in 
many more. Here it may be obſerved, that they, 
. who love CHRIST and religion, cannot be idle. It is 
their meat and drink to be of uſe and benefit to Souls. 
They are ready and willing upon all occaſtons to tell 
to others what a lovely object their JES Us is, that 
they might win them over to him, and that they may 
be delighted with his excellency and glory. Then 
Philip, it is ſaid, verſe the 5th, * went down to the 
city of Samaria, and preached CHRIS unto them.® 
The Philip here is ſuppoſed not to be Philip the 
Apoſtle, but a deacon of that name, becauſe, ac- 
cording to the firſt verſe, the Apoſtles remained at 
Jeruſalem. What Philip preached to the Samaritans 
was CHk1sT ; that is, the doctrine of CHRIST, and 
ſo his birth, lite, death, reſurrection, and interceſſion, 


together 
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The Preaching of the Goſpel, &c. 37 
together with his perſon, offices, and relations; and 
verſe the 645, we find that * the people with one ac- 
cord gave heed unto thoſe things that Philip ſpake, 
s hearing and ſeeing the miracles which he did“ Ir 
is a commendable thing for perſons to give audience 
to the Goſpel, for faith comes by hearing: and what 
made the people of Samaria the more attentive to 
Philip's doctrine, were the miracles which he did; 
which was a ſingular gift, and what we have reaſon 
to believe was peculiar to the apoſtolic age, and 
this to confirm the truth of what was then and after- 
wards to be delivered. The miracles which attended 
the preaching of Philip we have recorded in the 7h 
verſe, ® unclean ſpirits, crying with a loud voice, 
came out of many that were poſſeſſed with them 
" and many taken with palſies, and that were lame 
u were healed.” The Goſpel hath always foiled the 
Devil, and carried its own evidence with it. Hereby 
Satan's kingdom hath been weakened, his ſtrong 
holds broken, and truth hath appeared in trium- 
phant glory. And now comes the text, © And there 
was great joy in that city,® In 7eruſalem the word 
was rejected, but in Samaria it was received with 
joy, and not only with joy, but great joy. What is 
here ſaid of Samaria may be extended to all perſons 


where the Goſpel, comes and hath a powerful effect; 


I ſhall therefore here preſent the following doctrinal 
obſervation. ** That whenever the Goſpel is rightly 
* preached, and truly received, there is great joy.“ 
This doctrine will lead us to conſider the following 
things, 


I. When the Goſpel may be ſaid to be rightly 
preached, | | 
II. When it is truly or ſavingly received. 
III. Wherein the Goſpel affords joy. 
IV. The nature of the joy proper to it. And, 


V. I ſhall make ſome uſes upon the whole. 
| H „ I. La 
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Tube Preaching of the Goſpel, &c. 


I. I am to confider when the Goſpel is rightly 
. __ preached. 1 

The Goſpel is good news or tidings of ſalvation by 
Jesvs Cuxisr, who came into this world on purpoſe 
to ſave ſinners. This the Apoſtle Paul ſets forth as 
* a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation (a).“ 
The great deſign of the Son of Gop, appearing in 
human fleſh, and ſo being Emmanuel, Gov with us, 
was not only to ſet an example to the children of men, 
but to atone for fin, and ſo to put it away by the 


ſacrifice of himſelf. In doing this he became the 


author of eternal ſavation, and effectually performed 


that which all the ſacrifices under the law could not ; 


do. The Goſpel is called the Goſpel of CRIsr, 
he being the ſum and ſubſtance of it. We preach 
* Cax1sT crucified,” faith the Apoſtle Paul (b); and 
again, * whom we preach, warning every man, and 
teaching every man in all wiſdom, that we may 
* preſent every man perfect in CHR IST JESvs(c);* 
Paul knew many things as a man of learning and one 
bred up in the Jewiſh religion, but, in reſpe& to the 
Goſpel, and fo to Salvation, he knew no other than 
Jzsvs Cuxis r and him crucified. And we may take 
it for granted that all true miniſters preach the ſame 
doctrine; and this brings me to a particular conſide- 
ration when the Goſpel, which is the Goſpel of 
CHRIST, and holds out his grace to ſinners, is rightly 

ff then, The Goſpel we may ſuppoſe is preached 
in a ſuitable manner when it is preached from an ex- 


perimental knowledge or real ſavour of it upon the 


heart. They whom Gop employs in the miniſtry 
are no ſtrangers to the word of life ; they have taſted 


that Gon is gracious, and found that a ſavour of life 
unto life which they deliver to others. God firſt 


gives 'to his miniſters, and by them to the people. 
| | * And 
(a) 1 Tim. i.15, (65) 1 Cor. i. 23, (e) Coloſ. i. 28, 


The Preaching of the Goſpel, &e. 39 
„And ] will fatiate the ſoul of the prieſts with fat - 
u neſs, and my people ſhall be ſatisfied with my goods 
u neſs (d). Gop puts the Goſpel as a divine treafure 
into earthen veſſels, He ſpeaks to men by men, and 
ſends whom he will with meſſages of grace to poor 
finners. It is not enough for miniſters to be called 
of men, but they muſt be called of Gov, and have 
ſuitable furniture from him for ſo great a work. The 
Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of Gop's * calling him by his 


© grace, and revealing his Son in him, that he might - 


u preach him among the Heathen (e);“ and in an- 
other place, to me, who am leſs than the leaſt of 
© all Saints, is this grace given, that I ſhould preach 
among the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of 
s CHRIST (F).“ True Miniſters are the Lo RDS 
ambaſſadors, and have their commiſſion from him. 
They have likewiſe the word of reconciliation com- 
mitted to them. They are acquainted with the mind 
of God, and the ſtate of ſinners, and are to uſe their 
utmoſt endeavours to win ſouls into peace and friend- 
ſhip with him. God in or through Cnz1$T is recon- 
ciled. Juſtice is ſatisfied in his obedience ; and that 
which remains is for ſinners to lay down their arms, 
and quietly ſubmit to him; hereby they may expect 
the forgiveneſs of all their ſins, and an inheritance 
among thoſe who are ſanctified. What is the deſign 
of preaching, but that fouls may be brought in to 
CarisT, and fed with knowledge and underſtand- 
ing? * And I will give you Paſtors according to mine 
heart, which ſhall feed you with knowledge and 
* underſtanding (g). | 


| 


2dly, There is reaſon to think the Goſpel is truly 


preached,. when it is preached with labour and dili- 


gence. Although the chief qualifications for the mi- 
niſtry are of Gop, Miniſters ought neverthelefs to be 
diligent in their ſtudies, and all ſpiritual gifts, as ta- 

 ; tents 


(4) Jer. xxxi. 14. (e) Gal. i. 16. 
(/) Epheſ. iii. 8. : (23 Jer. iii. 15. 
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lents are to be improved by them. They ſhould 
ſpend much of their time in examining the Scriptures, 


and thereby endeavour to gain a good ſtock of know- 


ledge, that, in all their public ſervices, they may 
appear to be“ workmen that need not be aſhamed, 
u rightly dividing the word of truth (. Raw and 
undigeſted Diſcourſes do not ſuit the pulpit, where 
the Colpe ſhould be ſet forth in the moſt excellent 
and convincing light men are capable of. Miniſters 
are ſpoken of as /abcuring in the word and dottrine 
they are to ſearch into the myſteries of grace, and ta 
bring forth out of the treaſury of Gop's word * things 
„ new and old.” 

It is true, all labour and toil will avail but little 
without a divine bleſſing; but Gop, for the molt part, 
gives his bleſſing in a way of duty or obedience, and 
they are generally the beſt theologians who are moſt 
ſtudious. David tells us, „ he had more underſtand- 
* ing than all his teachers, from the teſtimonies of 
3 Gop being his meditation (i).“ The Goſpel may 
be compared to a mine, into which Miniſters are to 
dig deep, in order to the bringing forth thoſe ineſti- 
mable riches contained therein; and fo the heights 
and depths, lengths and breadths of the love of Gop 
in CHRIST. 

- 3dh, It is a good argument that the Goſpel is 
preached aright, when it is preached with ſuccels, and 
ſo in its power and efficacy. Some, perhaps, may 
think the Goſpel a dry, lifeleſs, or inſipid matter, 
but it hath a peculiar virtue in it. Miniſters indeed 
do not always preach alike, nor perſons hear alike; 
but if any ſort of preaching hath more in it than an- 
other, it muſt be that of the Goſpel; this, when ſent by 
the Spirit, being not in word only but in power. Ap- 


parent it is the Goſpel does not convert all who come 


under the ſound thereof, being to thoſe who periſh 
* fooliſhneſs, and ſo a favour of death unto Fl q 
while 


(5) 2 Tim. ii. 15, 


(i) Pſal. exix. gg. 
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while it hath a different effect upon the ſuhjects of 
grace. To us who are called it is the power of 
u Gop (K).“ Sinners would never hearken to the 
Goſpel, or by faith embrace it, were it not for that 
divine power which attends it. Miniſters might preach 
their whole life, and not gain one Soul to CHR Isr, if 
Goo did not clothe the word with power, and cauſe 
it to run very ſwiftly; making it as a fire to burn and 
deſtroy ſin and ſelf, and as an hammer to break the 
rocky heart in pieces. How comes it to paſs, that & the 
entrance of Gop's word gives light and underſtand- 
z ing to the ſimple,” but from a ſupernatural power 
accompanying it? Hereby perſons are made wiſe unto 
ſalvation, delivered from the priſon of darkneſs, and 
tranſlated into the kingdom of Go p's dear Son. It 
is Gop's owning Miniſters in the Goſpel that makes 
them valiant for the truth upon the earth; and, con- 
fident I am, this affords them joy next to their own 
ſalvation. | | | 

The Apoſtle Paul, from the ſucceſs of the Goſpel, 
appeared very courageous ; For I am not aſhamed 
u of the Goſpel of CarisT, for it is the power of Gop 
unto ſalvation, to every one that believeth (/);” and 
he ſpeaks of fome as the ſeal of his apoſtleſhip, and 
ſuch whom he had begotten through the Goſpel ; 
which proves that he did not labour in vain, or ſpend 
his ſtrength for nought. Miniſters may ſometimes 
lay, by way of grief and lamentation, Who hath 
believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the 
Lord revealed? * but undoutedly there is ſome 
work done for Gop; or ſome ſouls benefited, where 
the Goſpel is faithfully and ſincerely preached. 

4thly, We may take it for granted the Goſpel is 
preached when the creature is debaſed and CHRIS 
exalted. Man is a poor, weak, helpleſs creature in 
himſelf, Sin hath ſtript him of all that is truly 


good, and rendered him unworthy of divine favour. 


Should 
(#) 1 Cor. i. 31, Ss + Rom, i. 16. 


62 The Preathing of the Goſpel, &c. 

Should Gop mark iniquity upon, and enter into 
judgment with him, he muſt be puaiſhed with ever- 
Jafting deſtruction from his preſence, and that of his 
glorious Power. Sin hath corrupted his whole nature, 
and hence he is altogether filthy. He ſins in all he 
doth; his beſt performances are mixed with impurity. 
» But we are, faith the Prophet Iſaiab, as an unclean 
* thing, and our righteouſneſs as filthy rags : we 
fade as a leaf, and our iniquities like the wind have 
taken us away,“ fee his 64th chap. and 64h verſe, 
Man is very proud, but very poor; he thinks him- 
felf ſomething, when, alas! he is nothing. The 
Pſalmiſt might well ſay, What is man? he is like to 
« vanity (J).“ He is empty of good, but full of evil. 
His heart is a throne for Satan; a cage for every un- 
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clean bird, or luſt. The way of peace he knows l 
not, nor is there any judgment in his goings. He { 
© hath forſaken the fountain of living waters, and t 
5 hewed out to him ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that can 0 
„ hold no water.” He naturally takes a ſinful courſe, ; 
and may be called a tranſgreſſor from the womb, y 
He may be compared to the wild aſs ſnuffing up the L 
wind, or the ſwift dromedary traverfing her ways. * 
He wanders about in fin, but returns not to Gop, 0 
If he ſeeks for help, it is where it is not to be found. t 
His way is his folly, P/al. xlix. 13. He would fain P 
be his own ſaviour, although he is guilty and con- 0 
demned by the law, and is as incapable of ſaving him- fi 
ſelf as making a world; and conſequently his ſalvation MW ® 
muſt reſt upon him whom * Gop hath exalted to P 
* be a Prince and Saviour, to give repentance unto b. 
„ Iſrael, and remiſſion of ſins (n). If man could ol 
have been his own faviour CHRIST need not have 

come into the world to ſeek and fave that which was CC 
loft; neither would it be ſaid, there is no ſalvation in ne 
any other: by him we muſt be ſaved, or loſt for ever. 0 
Gop himſelf points him out as the perſon on whom Pe 


help 
(7) Pſalm exliv. 3, 4. (un) Adds v. 3. 
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The Preaching of the Goſpel, &c. | 63 
help is laid : * I have laid help upon one that is mighty, 
+ I have exalted one choſen out of the people ().“ 
» CHRIST is able to fave to the uttermoſt all thoſe 
„ who come unto Gop by him (o) His blood is a 
fountain opened to waſh away fin and uncleanneſs. He 
can make the ſcarlet ſinner as white as ſnow, and 
the black and foul finner fair and beautiful; * as 
© the wings of a dove covered with ſilver, and her 
2 feathers with yellow gold (p).“ All thoſe who 
truly come to CHRIS for ſalvation ſhall be ſaved by 
him, for his arms of grace and mercy are open to 
receive them, and him that cometh unto him he will 
„jn no wiſe caſt out (). | 

5thly, We may conclude the Goſpel is preached 
in a ſuitable manner, when it is delivered pure and 
unmixed, The Goſpel needs no compound or mix- 
ture of human inventions. The Law, as a covenant 
of works, needs not to be joined with it. To hear 
the Goſpel, as ſome ſer it forth, we might think 
we were rather at mount Sinai, than mount Zion, or 
under a legal diſpenſation, rather than chat of divine 
mercy and . goodneſs. Men who are concerned in 
diſpenſing the Goſpel ſhould take care not to muddy 
the waters of grace. They ſhould not eat up the 


paſture, and tread down the reſidue with their feet. 


Gop's children ſhould have bread, and not ſtones ; the 
fineſt of the wheat, and not chaff, Goo gives the 
beſt to his Miniſters, which they ought freely to im- 
part to the people, and keep back nothing that may 
be to their advantage, but declare the whole counſel 
of G. 1 76 eee 
Every one, who would be approved of God, and 
commended by CHRIST at the laſt day, muſt not 
neglect the great ſalvation; The jubilee-trumper is 
to be blown in Zion. Truth is to be ſet in its pro- 
per light, and every talent of grace improved to Gop's 
ee glory, 

*) Ffal. Ixxxix. 19. ( Heb. vii, 25. 
% Paal. Ixxviii. 13. (7) John vi. 37. 


* 


* hath forſaken the fountain of living waters, and 
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Should Go p mark iniquity upon, and enter into 


Judgment with him; he muſt be 3 with ever- 


laſting deſtruction from his preſence, and that of his 
glorious Power. Sin hath corrupted his whole nature, 


and hence he is altogether filthy. He fins in all he 
doth ; his beft performances are mixed with impurity. 

» But we are, faith the Prophet Iſaiah, as an unclean 
thing, and our righteouſneſſes as filthy rags : we 
fade as a leaf, and our iniquities like the wind have 
taken us away,“ fee his 8475 chap. and 64h verſe. 

Man is very proud, but very poor; Yo thinks him- 
felf ſomething, when, alas! he is nothing. The 
Pſalmiſt might well ſay, * What is man? he is like to 
1 vanity (/).* He is empty of good, but full of evil. 

His heart is a throne for Satan; a cage for every un- 
clean bird, or luſt. The way of peace he knows 
„not, nor is there any judgment in his goings. He 


1 hewed out to him ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that can 
hold no water,” He naturally takes a ſinful courſe, 
and may be called a tranſgreſſor from the womb. 
He may be compared to the wild aſs ſnuffing up the 
wind, or the ſwift dromedary traverfing her ways. 
He wanders about in fin, but returns not to Gop, 


If he ſeeks for help, it is where it is not to be found. 


His way is his folly, Pal. xlix. 13. He would fain 
be his own ſaviour, although he is guilty and con- 
demned by the law, and is as incapable of ſaving him- 
ſelf as making a world; and conſequently his ſalvation 
muft reſt upon him whom - Gop hath exalted to 
„be a Prince and Saviour, to give repentance unto 
„ Iſrael, and remiſſion of ſins (mn). If man could 


| Have been his own faviour CHRIST need not have 


come into the world to ſeek and ſave that which was 
loft; neither would it be ſaid, there is no ſalvation in 
any other : by him we muſt be ſaved, or loſt for ever. 
Gop himfelf points him out as the perſon on whom 
help 

(7) Pſalm cxliv. 3, 4. (un) As v. 31. 
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help is laid: *I have laid help upon one that is mighty, 
+ have exalted one choſen out of the people (). 
„ CHRIST is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all thoſe 
„ who come unto Gop by him (o).“ His blood is a 
fountain opened to waſh away fin and uncleanneſs. He 
can make the ſcarlet finger as white as ſnow, * 
the black and foul finner fair and beautiful; * 
„ the wings of a dove covered with ſilver, and hee 
feathers * yellow gold (p).“ All thoſe who 
truly come to CHRIS for ſalvation ſhall be ſaved by 
him, for his arms of grace and mercy are open to 
receive them, ® and him that cometh unto him he will 
jn no wiſe caſt out (q).* | 

5thly, We may — the Goſpel is preached 
in a ſuitable manner, when it is delivered pure and 
unmixed, The Goſpel needs no compound or mix- 
ture of human inventions. The Law, as a covenant 
of works, needs not to be joined with ir. To hear 
the Goſpel, as ſome ſer it forth, we might think 
we were rather at mount Sinai, than mount Zion, or 
under a legal diſpenſation, rather than that of divine 


mercy and goodneſs. Men who are concerned in 


diſpenſing the Goſpel ſhould take care not to muddy 
the waters of grace. They ſhould not eat up the good 
paſture, and tread down the reſidue with their feet. 
God's children ſhould have bread, and not ſtones ; the 
fineſt of the wheat, and not chaff, Goo pives the 
beſt to his Miniſters, which they ought freely to im- 
part to the people, and keep back nothing that may 


be to their advantage, but declare the whole counſel 


of God. 


Every one, who would be approved of Gov, and 
commended by CHRIST at the laſt day, muſt not 


| neglect the great ſalvation, The jubilee- trumpet is 


to be blown in Zion. Truth is to be ſet in its pro- 
per light, and every talent of grace improved to Gop's 
glory, 


% Flal. Ixxxix. 19. 60 Heb. vi. 25. 
( Pal. Ixxviii, 13. 7) John vi. 37. 
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glory, and the good of his choſen. The Apoſtle Paul 


conſcientiouſly conſidered this, when he faid, * Wo is 


me, if I preach not the Goſpel (7). And truly there 
is no greater delight to gracious ſouls, or any thing 
that renders Miniſters more lovely in their work, than 
rheir preaching it. This fixes in their people a chriſ- 
tian affection for them, and produces earneſt deſire to 
hear them. Agreeable hereto are thoſe words of 
Jſaiab, chap. lii. 7. How beautiful upon the moun- 
* tains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 


that publiſheth peace, that bringeth good tidings 


of good, that publiſheth ſalvation, that ſaith unto 
„Zion, Thy God reigneth ! * 2 
6th, The Goſpel may be ſaid to be ſet forth pro- 
perly, when it is preached with perſuaſion and good 
aſſurance, Perſons who are wavering in divine things 
are very unfit to preach, or be leaders in the cauſe of 
Gor and CHRIST, in which men ſhould be as bold as 
fions, and immoveable as rocks. They ought not to 
be men-pleaſers any further than they pleaſe Gov. 
The Goſpel is made up of truth, and hath in it no 
uncertain ſound. It is not yea and nay ; it favours 
of no real contradiction, but is one pure ſyſtem of 
grace. If Miniſters are doubtful of what they preach, 
no doubt their hearers are the ſame. They ſhould 
deliver the Goſpel with great certainty; * I believed, 
ſaid the Pſalmiſt, * therefore have I ſpoken (6). The 
Goſpel is no fabulous device to'amuſe perſons, or in- 
tice them to part with their outward ſubſtance, but a 
doctrine that came from heaven, and muſt be re- 
ceived if ever men are ſaved. They who trifle with 
it, trifle with Salvation itfelf, and no regard ought to 
be had to thoſe who preach any other. The Apoſtle 
Paul was ſo ſatisfied upon this point, that he would 
not have perſons receive any thing to the contrary, 
Gal. i. 8. But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that which 
£0 | $5 we 
(7) 1 Cor. ix. 16. (-) Pfalm, cxvi. 10. 
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u we have preached unto you, let him be accurſed #- 
And that the Galatians might be confirmed in the 
truth of war had been ſet forth under the character 
of the Goſpel,” he adds, ver. 11, 12. But I certify 
you, brethren, that the Goſpel which was preached 
of me, is not after man; for I neither received it of 
man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation 
u of IEsuS CHRIST. e ot eh eq 
7thly, It is a fign the Goſpel is ſincerely preached 
when it is attended with ſufferings. They who pi 
CH 8187 conſiſtent with the ſcripture, and fai h of 
Gov's elect, muſt expect a croſs, it being given them 
not only to believe in Cux ir, but like wiſe to ſuffer 
for his ſake. They muſt go through evil report as well 
as good. We are made, faith the Apoſtle Paul, 
* as the filth of the world, and the off - couring of all 
* things (t). They who can ſuit their doctrine to 
the taſte of the age may be applauded by the world, 
and have many to attend their. miniſtry ;_ but ſuch, 
who are faithful ro Gop and/Cxs1st, muſt expect 
few hearers; but many reproaches. The Goſpel ſel- 
dom gains much credit among carnal men. We 
* preach CHRIST, faith the Apoſtle Paul, to the Jews 
a ſtumbling- block, to the Greeks fooliſhneſs (a).“ 
Men upon miſtaken principles deſpiſe the truth as it 
is in Jxsus, and the preachers thereof, loading them 
with diſgrace and vile reflections: hence the lives of 
true Miniſters are often a ſcene of trouble; and jt 
might juſtly be ſaid that if in this life only they had 
hope in Ca IS, chey are of all men the moſt miſer- 
able; but, as an happineſs to them, they have a crown 
in view in all their trials, which they know they ſhall 
receive at Cn is 's next appearing, according to that 
promiſe in the fitſt Epiſtle to Pet. v. 4. And when 
* the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a 
® crown of glory, that faderh not away. Then they 


® that are wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
ACS „„ e 


1. 


— * 


(?) 1 Cor, iv. 13. | 5 0 1 Cor. 5, 23. 
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* firmament; and they that turn many to righteouf. 
* nels, as the ſtars for ever and ever (x). * Here is 
matter of joy to all true Miniſters. This made the 
Martyrs glory in tribulation, and willing to meet 
death, though dreſſed in flaming fire. 

8660, The Goſpel is preached as it is in its own 
nature, when it is preached with comfort. There is 
no doctgine ſo ſweet as that of the Goſpel. It is the 
beſt news that ever was told in the ears of man. Be- 
hold, faid the angel to the ſhepherds, I bring you 
© tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to all people; 
* for unto you is born this day, in the city of David, 
a Saviour, which is Car1sT the LoꝶD ().“ There 
is that in the Goſpel which will afford relief to every 
poor ſoul who is under ſpiritual concern, Is a ſoul 
mourning for ſin? there are in the Goſpel pardon and 
forgiveneſs. Is a foul under doubts and fears about 
an intereſt in CHRIST D? if ſo there is good reaſon to 
hope ſuch a ſoul is in. him who is true. Or is a ſoul 


tried and tempted? there is great reaſon to hope Gop 


will with affliction make a way for him to eſcape. 
God's ſtrength is often made perfect in weakneſs, and 
his grace is tufficient for ſouls under the greateſt buf- 
fetings of Satan, O! what would many a poor ſoul 


have done if it were not for the Goſpel? they would 
have ſunk into deſpair, and given up all hope of being 
ſaved. What would the poor jailor have done if the 
| Goſpel had not been ſet before him, in his ſore diſtreſs, 
Crying out, *Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved?” the 


Goſpel was applied as a ſovereign remedy to his 
wounded ſoul. Believe in the Lord Jzsvs CHRIST, 
« and thou ſhalt be ſaved (2).“ Here is held out 
balm in Gilead, and a good and gracious Phyſician 
there. O! Hael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but in 
* me is thy help (a). And as Moſes lifted up the 
„ ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even ſo the Son of man 
| was 

9 Dan. Xil. . — * Luke ii. 10. 

(z] Acts xyi. 31. (a) Hol, xiii, 9. 
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vas lifted up that whoſoever believeth in him ſhall 


* not periſh, but have eternal life (5).* They who 
never come to Cxr1sT will die of their wounds. The 
plague in the heart will iſſue in an eternal death. But 
upon thoſe who fear his name and ſeek to him for 
help, he, as the ſun of ng will ariſe with 


healing in his wings (c). 


gthly, The Goſpel undoubtedly is well managed 
and ſet forth when it is preached with confirmation 
from the word of Go. The Holy Bible or the Old 
and New Teſtament is the beſt book in the world. Ar- 
uments from thence are ſtrong and convincing, ſome- 
what like Goliab's ſword, none like them. That 
doctrine that is not built upon the foundation of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets. is not to be accounted of. To 
u the law and teſtimony, if they ſpeak not according 
to this word, it is becauſe there is no light in 
them (4). The word of Gop is full to demonſtrate 
. which is according to it, there being in it precept 
precept, line upon line, and not only here a 

lite and there a little, but here much and there much. 
Gop's word is a treaſure of divine truths, or a large 
held of excellent matter. All ſcripture is ſaid to be 
ven by the inſpiration of Gop, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
s ſtruction in righteouſneſs; that the man of Go 
may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all good 
„ works (e) Men who well know their Bible need 
not quote heathen authors to clear up divine things. 


The word is nigh, them, and it is a ſure word of pro- 


phecy, ® whereunto they do well if they take heed, 
as unto a light that ſhineth in a dark place (5). 
10thly, and laſtly, The Goſpel is 8 and vilely 
ſet forth when it is preached as tending to holineſs 
Some may Oy be apt to think the Goſpel, as it ad- 


12 yances 


(5) John ili. 14. 15. (e) Mal. iv. 2. 
4) Iſai. viii. 20. (] 2 Tim. iii. 16, 1. 
/) 2Pet.1. 19. | 
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vances the free grace of Gop, gives liberty to fin: 
But if any ſhould fin becauſe grace abounds, "Lſhould 


conclude hes have no ſfavour-of the Goſpel upon their 


hearts. Although the Goſpe] and the Law are dif. 


tinctly to be conſidered, yet the Goſpel is not againſt 
the Law, neither doth it make void the duties re- 
gy uired therein, provided they are performed upon 


oſpel- principles. The Goſpel gives no liberty to 
ſin, it being according to godlineſs, If any fin who 


profeſs the Goſpel, the fault is not in the Goſpel but 
1. themſelves. It is I think blameable in ſome men 


to reflect upon religion for the Imperfections of thoſe 


who profeſs it. It muſt be a bad religion indeed that 


- Indulges men in fin. - This I am perſuaded is foreign 
to the chriſtian religion rightly underſtood. Duties 


are by no means to be laid aſide becauſe men are ſav- 

ed by CHRIST. His love conſtrains them to obe- 
" dience (g). All true believers are Gop's workman- 
* ſhip, — in CuR IST Jxsus unto good works, 
„ which he hath before ordained, that they ſhould 
„ walk in them (5). Neither. CHRIS＋T nor his A- 
poſtles gave any encouragement to ſin, but ſtrongly 
enforced obedience. Let your Light, ſaid CHRIST, 
® ſhine before men, that they may ſee your good 


Works, and glorify your Father which is in hea- 


yen (i). * And Paul ſpeaks' of * a converſation 
1 which becomes the Goſpel-of CHRIST (t); and in 
moſt-or all of his Epiſtles he clofeth them with ex- 
hortations to duty, which ſhows that he was no Li- 
bertine or Antinomian; and I am certain none of the 
true Miniſters of the Goſpel are ſo. They may indeed 
have their imperfe&ions, for in many things we of: 
fend all, but are ſo far from allowing themſelves 
therein, as that they are often grieved for them, and 
earneſtly deſire to be more holy. Paul endeavoured 
ſo to exerciſe himſelf * as to have a conſcience ks 
0 


(6) 2 Cor. v. 14. (5 Ephef, i ii. 10, 
(i) Matt. v. 16. (4) Phil, i. 25. 


8281882 


e 
JJC ͤ ˙m1 OA” i... % 


— 
* 


8 


The Preaching of the Goſpel, &c. 69 
s -of offence towards Gop and man (H; and not 


only preached Cyr18T, but was well diſpoſed to live 


to him. They who know the Goſpel know they are 
as much as poſſible to avoid ſin, and to watch and 
pray againſt temptations. There is a great deal for 
chriſtians to do. Although they are ſaved by grace 
excluſive of their own merit, they are to be holy in 
« all manner of converſation; they are to keep tlie 
s commandments of Gop and faith of CnRISr; they 
are to be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lox p; they are to be the chil- 
s dren of God in the midſt of a crooked and preverſe 
1 . That grace which bringeth ſalvation, and 
in the preaching of the Goſpel hath unto 
s all men, teacheth to deny all ungodlineſs and 
» worldly-lufts, and to live ſoberly and godly in this 
» preſent. world, looking for that bleſſecdd hope and 
the glorious appearing of the great Go o, and our 
Saviour Jesus CuRIisT ; who gave himſelf for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and pu- 
rify unto himſelf a peculiar people; "zealous of good 
s works (m).* T EIT AT. , CY at 7 f 


II. Having obſerved when the Goſpel is rightly 
preached the next thing is to ſhow when it is truly or 
ſavingly received. Although the Goſpel may be never 
ſo well preached; yet it may not meet with its deſerved 
acceptation. There are many who hear the Goſſ 
who do not profit by it; it being to them like 
ſown' by the way-ſide, upon ſtony places, or among 
thorns, Miniſters may ſet 1 the beſt light 
they are capable of, and pray for a bleſſing it, 
but have ie wor in their power to imprels it fevingly 
upon the heart; that being one of the * all things 
* which are of Go (#), who worketh in ſouls both 
„to will and to do of his good pleaſure (o). Paul _ 

| | „3 


0 Acts xxiv. 16. (m) Tit. ii. 11. 
(=) 2 Cor. v. 18. 4% Phil. ii. 13. 
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plant, and Apollos water, but it is Go b muſt give 
the increaſe ().“ It is he who prepares the heart 
for the reception of the word: Mens hearts by na- 
ture are ſhut againſt Gop, and ſtrongly locked and 
barred by fin, and fo remain till he who hath the key 
of David opens them; as he did the heart of Lydia, 
who attended to the things which were ſpoken of 
Paul ().“ Fleſh and blood can do but little in reſpect 


to the ſucceſs of the Goſpel, which is“ not by human 


7 might or power, but by the Spirit of the Loxp (7). 


It is a great thing for perſons to receive the Goſpel; 


and when they may be ſaid ſo to do is what I ſhalt 
eed to take notice of in ſome particulars. 

18, The Goſpel is truly received when it is * 

in love. Pure love in a ſoul to that which is g 


is an evidence of grace in the heart. Love is from 


the divine Spirit, and fixeth upon that which is excel- 
lent. It is a gracious ſoul that loves Gop, CnRI1ST＋ 
and the Goſpel. The Apoſtle Paul, before his con- 
verſion, was a great enemy to the doctrine of CuRISr, 
but, when he became a new creature, he highly va- 
lued the Goſpel, and became an eminent preacher of 
it. They who are made wiſe unto ſalvation are, it 
may be, by ſome. (who are content with any good) 
complained of as being too nice in their hearing, but 
the chief reaſon is becauſe they not only know but 
love the Goſpel. They cannot bear to hear the glory 
of Cux ist leſſened, or to ſee the crown taken from 
his head: they would have CHRIS r highly exalted, 
and the creature laid low, that ſo CRHxisr might juſtly 
appear to be all in all; and man helpleſs and un- 
worthy in himſelf. They had rather part with all 
they have in the world than be deprived of the Goſ- 
pel, for, like Jab, * they eſteem. the word of Gon's 
1 mouth more than their neceſſary food (3); “ or with 
David, better than thouſands of gold and — 6 

2dly, 


10 1 Cor. in 6. 6) Atta avi. 14. 
(r) Zech. iv. 6. % Job xxiii. 12. 
(7) Pſal. cxix. 72. 
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24ly, The Goſpel is rightly received when it is 
received as a divine favour or bleſſing. Gop hereby 
lets men fee the riches of his grace, That in the 
:: ages to come he might ſhew the exceeding riches 
of his grace, in his kindneſs towards'us, throu 
s CHRIST JESUS ().“ Grace eminently ſhines in all 
the parts of the Goſpel, and hence it is juſtly ſtiled 
u the Goſpel of the grace of Gop (x). Goo in — 
Goſpel does more for precious ſouls than if he 
them earthly crowns and kingdoms. Hereby bs 
raiſes them from the gates of hell to the regions of 
glory. There are no ſuch bleſſings in all worldly 
things as attend the Goſpel, There is life, and that 
for evermore. There is CHRIST held out as full of 
bleſſings, and as having authority to bleſs. © Gon, 
u having raiſed up his Son Jesvs CHRIST, ſent him 
© to bleſs you, in turning away every one of you from 
« his iniquities( y). And CHRIST will ſay to all the 
u righteous at the laſt day, Come, ye bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world.“ 
34dly, The Goſpel is in truth received when it is 
accepted with a ready mind. Where the Spirit of 
605 hath reached the heart there is a diligent attend- 
dance on the word. Perſons then are ſwift to hear; 
they are not willing to neglect one ſermon or any part 
thereof. They had much rather be at wiſdom's gates, 
or at the poſts of her doors, than in all the pleaſures 
of ſin, which are but for a ſeaſon. They prefer 
* a day in Gop's courts better than a thouſand elſe- 
* where; and chooſe rather to be door-keepers in 
+ God's houſe, than dwell in the tents of wicked- 
neſs (a).“ They lay aſide weak and crifling excu- 
ſes, and n _ and uy” not, to hear what 
00 


(u) oheſ: i . 7. {r) Acts xx. 24. 
(y) Acts iii. 26 =) Matt, xxv. 34. 
(a) Pal. Ixxxiv. 11, 


received in faith. Faith is a geod i 
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Gop will ſpeak to their ſouls. They long for ſab- 
baths, that they may hear and learn of him by his 
Miniſters, thereby to grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of Jzsvs CHRIST. They are truly ſenſible of 

ons of love, and times of refreſhing from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord. They would not be abſent from 
ordinances when the waters of grace are in motion. 
The ways of 'Cxr1sT to them are ways of pleaſant- 
neſs, therefore they run therein with great delight, 
and ſo may be ſaid to move like the REG 
* Amminadib(b)" © 

 4thly, The Goſpel is happily received when it ig 
received as an heavenly meſſage. The Goſpel is no 
human device, It did not take its origin from the 
ſchools of philoſophy, but is the counſel and wiſdom 
of Gop in the ſalvation of ſinners, ſer forth to our 
weak underſtandings; wherein Gop hath abounded, 
® ſays the Apoſtle, toward us in all wiſdom and pru- 
s dence (c).“ True Miniſters of the Goſpel do not 
come in their own names, but in the name of Jz- 
HOVAH. They are but ſtewards of the immenſe wiſ- 
dom of Gop, and they who hear them are to receive 
the truth as coming from Go p himſelf. * Unto whom 
« jt was revealed, that not unto themſelves, but unto 
© us they did miniſter the things which are now re- 
ported unto you by them that have preached the 
« Goſpel unto you, with the holy Ghoſt ſent down 
from heaven, which things the angels deſire to look 
& into(d).” . 
- 5thly, The Goſpel is ſavingly received when it is 
nt in every 
duty, and without it it is impoſſible to pleaſe Gov. 
As Minifters are to manifeſt faith in preaching, ſo 
perſons are to exerciſe faith in hearing. The Goſpel 
can have no good effect where faith is wanting. The 
author to the Hebrews informs us, the word mo 


(3) Cant. vi. 12. le) Epheſ. i. 8. 
% 3 Pet. i. 12, (e) Heb. ir. 2. 
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ed did -not profit, it not being mixed with faith. 
jn them that heard it (e). True faith is the eye of 
the ſoul, by which ir beholds ſpiritual things, and 
the hand by which it receives them; but they who have 
no real faith may be deceived, not knowing what they 


hear. It is not every perſon who hears, that is a judge 


of the truth, for there are ſome ſimple ones who be- 
lieve every word, and are not capable of diftinguithing' 
between truth and error. They may be likened unto a 
man who has neither the ſenſe of ſmelling nor taſting, 
who thinks all he eats good, whether ſo or not; but 
a ſincere believer hath a better notion of doctrine. 


He can diſcern between the voice of CHRTSH and 


that of Antichriſt ; and hence ChRIST, as a ſhepherd, 


ſpeaking of his ſheep, tells us, they know his voice, 


* and that a itranger they will not follow( f ).* 


6:hly, The Goſpel is well received when it is received 


with thankfulneſs. A grateful ſenſe ſhould always 


be had of ſpiritual favours. The Goſpel is a ſpecial 


mercy to ſuch who enjoy it. How many places are 
there that are without it ? There are dark corners of 
the earth, and they who dwell therein, it may be, 
have ſcarce ever heard of Cyr13%T. And as to many 


in European countries, who call themſelves chriſtians, 


they are in great meaſure ſtrangers to the Goſpel in 
its purity, and therefore perſecute it in thoſe who pro- 
teſs it. God is a ſovereign of his mercies, and beſtows 


them in a ſpecial way. What favours have we in 


Great-Britain that many other nations have not? Are 
not we, like *Naphtali, ſatisfied with favour, and filled 
with the bleſſing of the Lord (g)?“ Wiſdom is 
crying in our ſtreets, and underſtanding putting forth 
her voice. Gop ſtands as it were at our doors knocking. 
We have Miniſters who ſhew unto us the way of fal- 
vation, and watchmen to whom we may ſay, Watch 


men, what of the night (5) ?* And ought not this 
K mercy, 


e) Heb. iv. 2. (] John x. 4. 5. 
(2) Deut. xxxiii. 23. (+5) Iſai. xxi. 11. ; 
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are like the dove from Noah's ark hoveging and mov- 
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mercy, think ye, toengage our hearts in thankfulneſs 
to Gop ? Have we not reaſon to ſay, What ſhall 
# we render to the Lord for his benefits to us (i)? 
O! ſurely every one who ſits under the diſpenſation 
of the Goſpel, and finds it a ſavour of life unto life, 
ſhould make ſome returns to Gop for ſo valuable a 
bleſſing. -* Thanks be to Gop, faith the Apoſtle, 
for his unſpeakable gift (t). The good Lord doth 
not load his people with hard taſks and coſtly ſervice, 
He doth not call for bullocks, and rams, and rivers 
of. oil, but the fruit of the lips, giving thanks to his 
* name (/). It is he who offers praiſe which glorifies 
* him, therefore offer him thanksgiving, and pay thy 
* vows unto the moſt High (n).“ O! let every 
Goſpel- Sermon you hear be matter of admiration, 
and lead you to adore the Go Dp of all grace, and Fa- 
ther of all mercies ! 

7thly, The Goſpel we may conclude is properly re- 
ceived, when it is held faſt and adhered to. It is not 
to be uſed as a garment which we may put off and on 
at pleaſure. There are ſome things in nature that 
one may be indifferent about, and others that are 


better parted with than kept; but as to the Goſpel, 


we ſhould ſooner part with our lives than give it up, 


it being a matter of the greateſt importance. Truth 
ſhould be bought but never fold. Let us hold faſt 


the profeſſion of our faith without wavering (). 
3 Be not carried about with divers and ftrarige doc- 


® trines, for it is a good thing that the heart be 
# eftabliſhed with grace (0).* We can never do better 


than with the Goſpel, They in vain expect much, 


who glean in wo fields. What ſoul · ſatisfaction, 
what peace and reſt can thoſe have who embrace not 
the Goſpel, and ſeek ſpiritual good elſewhere ? They 


ing 


(7) Pfal. exvi. 12. 
(/) Heb. xiii. 1 
(:) Heb. x. as. |. 


() 3 ix. 15. 
(n] Pſa 14—2 
(e) Heb, al. g. 4 
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ing upon the face of the waters. They would fain 
light upon ſomething that may eaſe a troubled mind, 
but danger appears in every attempt. To reſt upon 
the Law can afford no relief. That abſolutely faith, 
: The ſoul that ſinneth ſhall die,“ Ezek. xviii. 20. Gop 
therein appears in his terrible majeſty, and the flamin 


{word divides aſunder the ſinner and happineſs. - There | 


are awful ſounds of wrath and fiery indignation in the 
broken Law, enough to make tranſgreſſors exceed- 
ingly to fear and quake, and therefore the Goſpel 
ſhould be ſtedfaſtly adhered unto. O] what great 
ſatisfaction will it be to a Chriſtian, in a dying hour, 
to be able to ſay, I have kept the faith. To keep 
the word of Car1sT's patience is the ready way to be 
kept by him from the hour of temptation. . There is 
ſcarce any thing the Scripture puts perſons more 
than ſtedfaſtneſs, Gal. v. 1. © Stand faſt therefore in 
the liberty wherewith CHRIS hath made us free; 
and be not entangled again with the yoke of bond- 
age; and Rev. iii. 11. Hold faſt that which thou 
* haſt, that no man take thy crown.“ 
8/bly, The Goſpel without all diſpute is rightly re» 
ceived when men, from a true ſenſe of it, are up- 
right in their lives and converſations, ' There is but 
little regard to be had to thoſe who hold the truth in 
unrighteouſneſs. A gracious ſou} deſires not only to 
take Cyr1sT to ſave him by his atoning blood, but 
he would ſubmit to him as a King, and walk by and 
according to his laws. To ſuppoſe à believer to be 
under no law to CRHRIST, is, in my opinion, to ſup- 
poſe him above Angels. The Cherubim and Seraphim, 
we may reaſonably think, act by divine rule; they go 
and. come by the order and at the pleafure of their So- 
vereign. They were commanded to worthip CHRIST. 
They attend the throne of the divine Majelty, cryi 
to each other, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord o 
<« hoſts.“ They are winged meſſengers ſent to mi- 
niſter for them who ſhall - heirs of ſalvation z and 
| | 2 | are 
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are not Saints under the direction of the ſame King? 


He that is King of Glory is King of Saints: CHRIST 
is a lawgiver to his people. He, as a Son, hath kept 


his Father's commandments, and requires that t 


ſabje&s of grace ſhould keep his. If ye love me, 


keep my commandments ().“ CRRIST kept the 
Law as a covenant of works, and herein magnified it 
and made it honourable; and all true believers are 
to obſer ve it as a rule of life in his hands. The Law 


or Commandments were put into the ark, and this 


may be conſidered. as a type of CHRIST, who holds 
the Law in his hands, and requires that men ſhould 

ulate their lives by it, and ſo have their converſa» 
tion agreeable to the Goſpel. Every one that ſavours 
the truth as it is in Jesvs, ſhould be careful to main- 
tain good works, and ſo ſerve the Lord in righteouſ- 


neſs and holineſs all his days. Hereby he will be 


1 in life, and joyful in death. * Mark the 
perfect, and behold the wag for the end of chat 
man is peace (7). 


9th, and laſtly, Perſons may be confidered a8 


receiving the Goſpel in a ſuitable manner when they 
do all that lies in their power to promote it, and 
bring others ta the true knowledge of it. None are 
more willing to promote the Golpel than they who 
favour it. What is the reaſon that many are ſo back- 
ward in maintaining the Goſpel, but becauſe the 
power of it doth not reach their hearts? for where it 
hath its bleſſed. and gracious effects upon the mind, 
the hand will be employed in ſupporting its intereſt; 


But the greateſt good chriſtians can do, with divine 


aſſiſtance, is to bring ſouls to the knowledge of it. 
True receivers of the doctrine of ChRISTH may have 


ſome near and dear relations, who are in the gall of 


bitterneſs, and bond of iniquity, and they would be 


glad to fee them brought to the knowledge of Cx iST, 


and therefore 2 are warping out, . with hearts full of com- 
| paſſion 


Wu John XIV. 15. | 05 Pſal. mv. 37. 


Ses u 
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paſſion for them, O! taſte and ſee that the Lord 
* js good ()] Paul's deſire and prayer for Iſrael was, 
that they might be ſaved (t) It would have gi- 
ven him great pleaſure to have ſeen them converted 
by grace. When the woman of Samaria had heard 
Cuklis r, and converſed with him, -ſhe ſought the 
good and welfare of others, as appears by her invi- 
dan: Come, fee a man which told me all things 

that ever I did; is not this the Cn RST (4) ?* They 
who find earthly treaſures are generally diſpoſed to 
keep all to themſelves, but they who find CuRIsr, 
the pearl of great price and moſt valuable jewel, de- 
fire others may ſhare with them in him. When Paul 
was converted by grace, he did not think it ſufficient 
to be in a ſtate of ſalvation himſelf, but ſought after 
the good and welfare of others, who were as brands 
in the fire of luſt or ſin. He laboured as hard to bring 
ſouls to CHRIST, as he did before to carry the profeſ- 
ſors of him to priſon. He endured all things for 
u the elects ſake, that they might obtain the ſalvation 
2 which 1 is in Ixsus, with eternal glory (x 49. 


I proceed, III. To conſider the joy that attends 
the Goſpel, or which the Goſpel carries in it: And 
there was great joy in that city.“ Joy that is un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory proceeds from the Goſpel: 
— wherein the truth of this obſervation n "ay 
be ſhown in ſome particulars. 

1ſt, The Goſpel may be conſidered as matter of j joy 
from the love that is contained therein. The Goſpel 
is in great meaſure made up of love. Its foundation 

is in Iove. Love may be beheld and admired in every 
part by all ſuch who have any underſtanding and. are 
truly enlightned. In it there is love that is better than 
life, love that exceedeth wine, and love that paſſetli 

knowledge. F or, 
Fint, 


(s) Palm Wir K. (7) Rom. x. gd: {= 
0%) John iv, 29. (x) 2. Tim. ii, 10. 
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Firſt, There is a diſplay of the love of Gop the 
F ather, and that not only in ſetting up CHRIST, and 
tending him into the world, but in making choice of 
ſome of the human race in him to life and ſalvation; 
* According as he hath choſen. us, in him, before 
* the foundation of the world, that we ſhould be holy 
and without blame before him in love () Love 
was always in the heart of Go Þ towards his people, 
and therefore it is called an everlaſting love. N. ; 
] have loved thee with an everlaſting love, therefore 
„with loving kindneſs have I drawn thee (z).“ The 
love of Gop is the main ſpring of all his gracious 
tranſactions. This is to be conſidered in all — 
favours, * becauſe the Lord loved you (a). 
# hath loved us, and given us everlaſting confolion 


and good hope through grace (b).” 


Secondly, There is the love of Gon the Son. He 


having eſpouſed the cauſe of the choſen of the Father, 
in due time aſſumed the body prepared for him, and 
ſo was Gop manifeſted in the fleſh. He came into 
this world to redeem poor ſinners from the woful 
effects of the fall; although to obtain this redemption, 
his blood and life, as man, were to be parted with. 
The love of CarisT was fo great to ſinners, and his 
mind fo. ſet upon ſaving them, that not any thi 
could deter him from it. He was reſolved, whatever 
it coſt, to make ſinners happy. O what love to 
them, as well as obedience to Gop, appeared in thoſe 
words, Lo, I come(c).” CHRIS came to 

the law of Gop, and ſo to fulfil all righteouſneſs : he 
came to break the Devil's head ;- he-came to-atone 
for ſin, and put it away by the ſacrifice of himſelf; 
and. love was the baſis of all this. Having loved 
s his own which were in the world, he loved them 
* unto the end * Chu Y loved in all his ſuffer- 


04% eee 


IT, (3) Epheſ. i. 4. (z) Jer. xxxi. 3. 
(a) Deut. va. 8. (5) Tbeſſ. ii. 16, 17. 
(c) Pſalm al. 7. (4) John xiti, 2. 
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mes. Many waters could not quench his love; nor 
the great flood of Gop's wrath drown it. O] what 
reaſon have true believers to ſay with the Apoſtle 
Paul, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me (e); 
or with 7ohn the divine, To him that loved us and 
s waſhed us from our fins in his own blood (7)! 
Thirdly, The Goſpel may further be faid to hold 
forth the love of the divine Spirit, and this in the 
work of ſanctification. All thoſe who are the choſen 
of the Father, and the redeemed of the Son, are, or 
ſhall be, ſanctiſied by the Spirit; and hence we read 
# of being choſen to ſalvation through ſanctification 
of the Spirit (g).“ There are none of the elect of 
God taken to heaven until they are made meet for it. 
There muſt be the waſhing of regeneration, and the 
renewing of the holy Ghoſt. There muſt be the new 
birth, and ſo a being born of the Spirit, or there will 
be no admittance into God's everlaſting kingdom. 
They are the pure in heart that ſhall fee Gop, and 
the upright that ſhall dwell in his preſence. - Now it 
is love in the Spirit to work upon the hearts of ſin- 
ners, and thereby to make them new creatures. The 
Spirit doth not work contrary to his own will, als 
though he is ſent by the Father and Son. He is called 
a free Spirit, and a Spirit of grace. All that is done 
by him in fitting ſinners for heaven is in love. It is 
in love he gives them a new heart. It is in love he 
forms the image of CHR Is in them, and fo the new 
man, which after Gop is created in righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs. Love is in all the graces with which 
he endows precious ſouls. All his divine leadings 
and teachings are in love. Every promiſe he applies, 
every conſolation he affords, is in love, and herein 
he may be called a Spirit of love; * for Gop hath 
not given unto us the Spirit of fear, but of er, 
love, and of a ſound mind (%).“ Now the Goſpel 
being 


le) Gal. ii. 100 3 (f) Rev. i. 5. 
(g] 2 Theſſ. ii. 13. (5) 2 Tim i. 7. 
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no other but matter of joy. O! what will affect a 
cious ſoul more than divine love! This will make 
the heart of the ſorrowful glad, and the tongue of the 


dumb to ſing. When the ſpouſe, by CRis v as a King, 


was conducted into his chambers, and had ſome ma- 
nifeſtations of his love, ſhe ſays, We will be glad 
* and rejoice in thee ; we will remember thy love 
* more than wine (i).“ O! love is a comfortable 
cordial to a poor ſoul, and gives great encourage- 


ment to hope under trials. Hope, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
5 maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the love of Gop is 
1 ſhed abroad in our hearts, by the holy Ghoſt, which 


1 jg given unto us (&). 118 
2dly, The Goſpel abounds with joy, in that it car- 
ries with it liberty to captives, and fo the opening of 
the priſon to them that are bound, The whole race 
of mankind are by the fall in a ſtate of bondage. They 
are in bondage to Sin, Satan, and the Law, and this 
oreatly reflects on thoſe who affirm man to be a free 
agent. Man was free in his original ſtate, but can- 
not be conſidered ſo under the fall. We ſhould think 
it very abſurd to hear a man aſſert that a ſlave under 
an arbitary power is free, and it is equally inconſiſtent 
for a perſon to ſay, that man, who is under the power 
of luſt, -bound by Satan, and tied to the terms of a 
Law which he can never keep, is a free agent. This 
to any thinking perſon can appear to be no better than 
free nonſenſe. If man was free he would have a power 
to help himſelf, but that, according to the ſcripture, 
is not the caſe. © For when we were yet without 
a ſtrength, in due time CHRIS died for the un- 
* godly (I) * liberty comes in only by CHRIST. * If 
the Son therefore ſhall make you free, then are you 
free indeed (m). CHRIST, by the goſpel, ſays to 
the priſoners, Go forth, and to them that ſit in _ 
neſs 

(:) Cant. 1. 4. (% Rom. v. 5. 
(/) Rom. v. 6. l.) John vüi. 36. 


being attended with love in all theſe reſpects, can be 


m5 X ”>5 VF woe 


The Preaching of the Goſpel, &c. 81 
neſs ſhew yourſelves. And is not this matter of joy 
to poor ſouls that ſee their ſtate by nature? would 
not a man confined in a jail rejoice to hear of an act 
of grace coming from his prince to diſcharge him 
from his confinement ? and is it not as or more de- 


lightful for ſinners to hear of a proclamation of liberty 
by the goſpel, and that the great King of all worlds 


doth or will bring them out of darkneſs and the ſha- 


dow of death, and break their bands aſunder? 

3dly, The Goſpel is attended with joy, in that it 
carries in it peace and reconciliation, The Law, as a 
broken law, holds out God in a very terrible manner. 
There are nothing but threatnings and denunciations 
of wrath, and all the inſtruments of death appearing 
before the ſinner, but the Goſpel comes with an olive 
branch, and aſſures us that the deluge of Gop's wrath 
is dried up by the death of Cukisr. © To-wit, that 
* Gop was in CHRIS, reconciling the world unto 
„ himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the word of reconcilia- 
tion (n). Go now appears on the mercy- ſeat or 
throne of grace, and ſmiles upon ſinners in their com- 
ing to him. He receives them graciouſly, he loves 


them freely, and gives them the tokens of his favour. 


O! ſinners, by the goſpel you may approach to Go 
without any danger of being conſumed. * Having 
therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter into the holieft 


by the blood of Ixsus (obſerve how by the blood 


of JES us) by a new and living way which he hath 


* conſecrated for us, through the vail, that is to ſay 


his fleſh (o).“ 
4thly, The Goſpel admits of joy in that it declares 


a pardon of fin to all thoſe who truly repent of it. 


The law charges ſi ſin upon men, and binds them over 


to puniſhment, that regards not their cries, tears, or 


repentance z whereby the guilty in vain expect to be 
L - Cleared, 


(n) 2 Cor, v. 19. (% Heb. x. 19, 20. 
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cleared. The fooliſh (by the law) ſhall not ſtand in 
Gop's ſight, who hateth all the workers of iniquity * 
but the goſpel hath a milder and ſofter voice, that re- 
preſents him as a gracious GO p, pardoning iniquity, 
tranſgreſſion, and fin, and with whom there is forgive- 
neſs that he may be feared. The pardon of fin is a 
bleſſing of the new covenant. © I will be merciful, 


u faith God by it, to their unrighteouſneſs, and their 


= ſins and their iniquities will I remember no more (p). 
Gop hath done with fin, as to puniſhment, if he hath 
once pardoned it. Sin is then caſt behind his back, 
and blotted out, although it be as a thick cloud. Gop 
through CRRISH pardons the chief of Sinners; and 
even thoſe of the deepeſt die and blackeſt character 
have no reaſon to deſpair of Gop's goodneſs, if they, 
under a ſenſe of fin, go to him with humble confeſſion, 
ſaying, with David, Pardon mine iniquity, for it 
s 1s great (q).” As he that covereth his fin ſhall not 
proſper, ſo he that confeſſeth it ſhall have mercy. Gop 
is as ready to pardon a ſinner, as he is to deſire it, 
s If we confeſs our ſins, he is faithful and juſt to for- 
give us our ſins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighte- 
* oulſneſs (r).” * 
5thly, The Goſpel is attended with joy, in that it 

holds forth to us the Interceſſion of CHRIST. The 

prieſtly office of CaR1sT confiſts of two parts; the 
one in making atonement for fin, and the other in 
entering into heaven as the moſt holy place, there to 
appear in the preſence of Gop for us. Although 
Cn&15ST hath finiſhed the work of atonement, whereby 
there remaineth no more ſacrifice for fin, yet he hath 
not finiſhed the work of interceſſion. In this ſenſe he 
is a prieſt for ever, and ever liveth to make interceſ- 
ſion for us. CRRISH hath carried his own blood with- 
in the vail, He pleads with Gop upon the — 
0 
(p) Heb. viii. 42. 2) Pſalm xxv. 11 
(r) 1 John i. 9. 
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of his own merits: whether his interceſſion is vocal, 
or by preſentation, or both, is not very material for 
us to enquire, but certain it is he makes interceſſion 
according to the will of Gop. As to the interceſſion of 
ſaints it ſeems to be but a vain and imaginary notion, 
and reflects upon the office of CHRIST, as if he alone 
was not ſufficient. Beſides Abrabam in heaven may 
be ignorant of us, and Jrael acknowledge us not, but 
CHRrisT knows the ſtate of every ſoul upon earth, 
and is ſufficiently qualified to intercede with Gop. It 
would be preſumption, and an high affront to the di- 
vine Majeſty for any of the heavenly hoſt to take 
the place of CHRIST. It is CHRIST, the Angel of the 
covenant, who ſtands at the golden altar, and offers his 
much incenſe with the prayers of all ſaints toGop, and 
not one petition will be accepted, no favour granted, 
but with reſpect to him, who is the ſinner's way to 
Gop, and the way of God to the ſinner. Through 
him we have acceſs to Go bp, and through him Gop 
ſends down his bleſſings to us. But my Gop ſhall 
« ſupply all your need according to his riches in glory 
s by CHRIS Jesvs (5).” . 

6b y, The Goſpel hath joy in it in that it holds 
out a remedy for ſick and wounded ſouls. Sin is a 
diſeaſe; it is a ſpreading leproſy; it corrupts the whole 
man, and breaks out into practice: men by fin are full 
of wounds, bruiſes, and putrifying ſores. Some in- 
deed are not ſenſible of ſin as a diſeaſe, and therefore 
do not cry out for healing, nor ſeek to CHR IST as a 
phyſician : and there are others, who, when they begin 
to be acquainted with the dangerous ſtate of their ſouls, 
apply remedies of their own. They are for healing 
themſelves by their performances, but cannot thereby 
effect the cure. But the Goſpel reſts the ſole power 
of healing in CuRIST. * Itis his blood (and that alone) 


* which cleanſeth from all ſin(;).* Here they may 
| ik. expect 


(s) Phil. iv. 19. (:) John i. 7. 
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expect eaſe under all their pains and ſorrows, for he 
will bind up the broken- hearted, ſtrengthen thoſe 


who are weak, and revive ſuch as are ready to die. 
The very name of CHRIST is as ointment poured . 


forth, which cauſeth * the virgins to love him (a). 
There is a greater virtue in CKR1ST to_heal than there 
is power iu fin to deſtroy. Not that I would here be 
thought to encourage {in or make light of it, but to 
ſhow the ſufficiency of CHR Is I to help (otherwile 
helpleſs} ſouls in their time of need. 

7thly, The Goſpel affords. joy in ſetting forth reſt 
to poor wearied ſouls. * Come unto me, ſaith CHRIST, 
5s all you that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
* give you reſt (x). They who are under a ſenſe of 
fin, and ſevere taſks of the law, may ſeek reſt, but 
not find it. The law keeps them labouring, but gives 
no reſt, nay it will not ſo much as give them a kind 
word. It finds fault with all that men do, and curſes 


them for their deficiency. Therefore to be under the 


law is to be under the curſe, for curled is every one 
* that continueth not in all things which are written 
3: in the book of the law to do them (y),” but the 


Goſpel hath a bleſſed ſound, There is a reſt in it pre- 
ſented to us that 1s glorious, and into which perſons 


by faith enter. For they which believe, do enter 


s into reſt (z);* and again, ® there remaineth a reſt 
1 to the people of GoD(@).* The Jfraelites were to 
have reſt in Canaan after their weary travels in the 
wilderneſs, and ſo good people ſhall have an eternal 
reſt when they have done their generation- work in 
this world. Then the Lord will give them reft from 
all their ſorrow, from all their four, and from the hard 

bondage in which they have been made to ſerve. 
81bly, The Goſpel hath in it true joy, in that it 
holds out favours ſuitable to the neceſſitits of poor 
ſinners. 


{s) Cant. i; 2. (x) Matt xi. 28, 
0) Gal. iü. 10 (z) Heb. iv. 3. 
(a) Heb, iv. 9. f 
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ſinners. There is not any thing ſinners ſtand in need 
of, but whatis contained in the Goſpel. All things 
by it appear to be ready. IF 

As 1/t, There is clothing for the naked, Sin hath 


ſtript man of all his original purity. He hath no 


righteouſneſs of his own fit to appear before a holy 
Gop. There is fin enough in his beſt performances 
co ſend him to hell. As man cannot be juſt with 
God, ſo, except CyrisT, neither can that be clean 
which is born of a woman. As the tree is, ſo is the 
fruit. As deſcendants of Adam we are all corrupted, 


„ for who can bring a clean thing out of an un- 


„clean (5)? It is juſtly ſaid, that by the deeds of 
the law, no fleſh ſhall be juſtified in the ſight of 
„ God (c) but the Goſpel holds out a covering for 
wretched ſinners. Therein is the righteouſneſs of Gop, 
and fo of Caur1sT, revealed, that hides all the filthy 
ſpots and ſtains of fin. Therein ſouls are ſecured from 
the!wrath of divine juſtice; much more then bein 
juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be ſaved from wratt 
* through himd),* The righteouſneſs of CHRIST is 
ſuch, as neither law nor juſtice can find fault with; and 
hence the Apoſtle makes uſe of that great challenge, 
* Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of Gobp's 
u elect (e) ?* How came it to paſs © that Gop beheld 
® no iniquity in Jacob, no perverſenels in Iſrael (F) * 
they were a ſinful people, and Gop knew them to be 
ſo, but as he viewed them in the righteouſneſs of his 
Son, he beheld them pure ; and in this ſenſe the ſub- 
jects of grace may be conſidered as * without fault 
„before the throne of Gop (g). And ye are com- 
s plete in him, ſays the Apoſtle, which is the head 
of all principality and power (5).* | 
2dly, There is in the Goſpel food for the hungry. 


There is the bread of life, the fineſt of the wheat, and 


5 the 
(5) Job xiv. 4. (c) Rom. iii. 20. 
(4) Rom, v. . (e) Rom. viii. 33. 
V/ Numb. xxiii. 21. (g] Rev. iv. 5. 
() Coloſſ. ii. 10. | OY 
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the fatneſs of Gop's houſe. He hath a table richly 
furniſhed. There is the Lamb lain, and the hidden 
manna : ſouls may eat and be ſatisfied. * And my 


people ſhall be ſatisfied with my goodneſs, faith the 


n Lord (i): The poor deluded men of this world 
live upon ſhadows. Their language is, Who will 
1 ſhew us any good ()? But as for believers, they 


live upon that which is ſubſtantial. They taſte and 


fee that the Lord is gracious, and at times know, in 
ſome meaſure, what it is to be filled the fulneſs of 
GOD. The Father of mercies takes care of all his 
children, and giveth them their meat in due ſeaſon, 
* He hath given meat to them that fear him; he 
1 will ever be mindful of his covenant.” | 
3dly, and laſtly, The Goſpel carries in it drink to 
the thirſty, © Ho! every one that thirſteth, come 
ye to the waters{/), Bleſſed are they that hunger 
* and thirſt after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be fill- 
ed (m There is the water of life, and there are 
the ſtreams of that river, which maketh glad the city 
of Go, and theſe without money and without price. 
* Whoſoever will, let him take of the water of life 
u freely ().“ Grace is a fountain opened, and the 
Spirit is as a ſpring of water which fails not, Souls who 
are thirſty need not fear a ſupply. CHRIST, ſpeak- 
ing to his ſpouſe, bids “ her drink abundantly (o),“ 
and declares, * that he that cometh unto him ſhall 
* never hunger, and that he that believeth on him 
© ſhall never thirſt{p); and that the water that he 
« gives ſhall be a well of water ſpringing up into 
* everlaſting life (2). The Spirit of Gop in a poor 
ſoul never entirely withdraws; he abides with it for ever, 
If once perſons have received the Spirit, they ſhall ne- 
ver periſh with thirſt, but be well ſupplied from time 
to time, until they arrive to glory, where the waters 


of 
(i) Jer. xxxi. 14. (4) Pſal. iv. 6. 
(/) Iſai lv. 1. () Matt. v. 6. 
(2) Rev xxii. 17. (o) Cant. v. 1. 


()] John vi. 35. 2) John iv. 14. 
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of grace will be waters to ſwim in, an ocean not to 
be paſſed over. There is not one thirſty ſoul in hea- 
ven. © They ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt 
s any more; for the Lamb, who is in the midſt of the 
„ throne, ſhall feed them, and lead them to living 
„ fountains of waters, and Gop ſhall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes (7). | 

ty, The Goſpel may be ſaid to afford joy; in that 
it holds out a place of ſafety in diſtreſs. * And a 


„ man ſhall be as an hiding-place from the wind, and 


a covert from the tempeſt; as rivers of water in a 
dry place, as the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary 
„ land. (s).” The poor travellers to Zion often meet 


with ſtorms, but the gracious Gop in his infinite 


wiſdom hath provided a refuge for them. © That 
s we might have a ſtrong conſolation, who have fled 
for refuge to lay hold on the hope ſet before us (i). 
GoD will not let his favourites be deſtroyed in cala- 
mitous times. He hath his pavilion Yor them when 
judgment is abroad in the earth. * They ſhall dwell 
jn the ſecret place of the moſt High, and abide un- 


der the ſhadow of the Almighty (2). The thoughts 


of Gop turn upon his people in all the changes of 
providence, He hath their ſafety in view whatever 
doth or may befal the world. If he faith to the 
ſword, famine, or peſtilence, Go forth and deſtroy, 
their commiſſions ſhall be limited, with an Hitherto 


* ſhalt thou go, or come, and no farther.® He knows 


how to ſave the righteous, if the whole world was in 
flames. He forſaketh not his Saints, they are pre- 
ſerved for ever. | 
10thly, The Goſpel hath in it matter of joy, in that 
it hath a good foundation to bear up the weak and 
helpleſs. CarisT, who is ſtrong and invincible, is 
the ground-work of his church, tor * other founda- 
tion 


(s) Iſai. xxxii. 2. 
620 Pſalm xci. 1. 
4 


r) Rev. vii. 16, 17. 
(:) Heb. vi. 18. 
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tion can no man lay, than that which is laid, which 
1 of Jong CHr1sT (*).“ He is the rock of ages and 
chief corner-ſtone. Gop hath laid him in Zion, and 
true Miniſters may be ſaid to lay him in their doctrine. 
This is the foundation that ſtandeth ſure, and hence 
the church, as the ſuperſtructure, is in no danger of 
being deſtroyed. The Devil may ſet all his engines 
at work, and ſhoot his fiery darts, but cannot hurt 
the foundation, nor demoliſn the church built upon it, 
Upon this rock, ſaid CHR Is r, I will build my church, 
and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it( y). 
It is a great thing for precious ſouls to have a go 
foundation. Some are built upon the ſands of ſelf, and 
they muſt conſequently fall, but they who ſtand upon 
the rock CHRIST ſhall never periſh. The world may 
give way under their feet, but CuRIST, will not give 
way under their faith. He is able to keep them 
* App falling, and preſent them faultleſs before the 
s* preſence of his glory with exceeding joy (z). 
11thly, The Goſpel appears with joy, in that it gives 
encouragement for final perſeverance. The righte- 
 ® ous ſhall hold on his way, and he that hath clean 
„ hands ſhall grow ſtronger and ſtronger (a). Chriſ- 
tians ſhall be confirmed unto the end, and be blame- 
leſs in the day of CHRIST. Gop never begins a work 
in a ſoul but he carries it on.“ Being confident of 
this very thing, faith the Apoſtle, that he who hath 
„ begun a good work in you, will carry it on to the 
day of CHRIST (5): Grace in a believer * ſhall be 
„as a ſhining light, which ſhineth more and more 
* until the perfect day (c). Things may ſometimes 
look dark to a chriſtian, as if the light of grace was 
. © almoſt, if not altogether extinguiſhed ; but there are 
$ e ſparks of divine fire in the heart, which ſhall 


| not 
(x) 1 Cor. iii. 11. ( y) Matt. xvi. 16, 18. 

(2) Jude 24. : (a) Job xvii. . | 

(5) Phil. i. 6, le) Prov. iv. 18. 
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not be quenched by all the power of unbelief. Satan 


may ſift a foul in the ſieve of temptation, but ſhall 
never ſift out all his grace. *I have prayed for thee,” 
ſaid CHRIST to Peter, that thy faith fail not (4). 
Grace may fail in its exerciſe, but can never = 
fail in its habit, it being ſet forth as a well of wat 


ſpringing up into everlaſting life. Men may for a 


time loſe in great meaſure the comforts of grace, or 
they may fall into ſome evils repugnant to it, in which 


ſenſe the Apoſtle may be underſtood in that expreſſion, 


u Ye are fallen from grace(e);” but as to perſons be- 
ing finally loſt who have true grace in them, this is 
not agreeable to the tenor of the ſcripture. A good 
man may fall into ſin, but cannot fall into hell, the 
arms of the mighty Gop of Jacob being underneath 
him. The power of Gop is engaged in the ſafety of 
every converted perſon, and ſhall be made perfect in 
weakneſs. He will not ſuffer “the ſmoaking flax to 
be quenched, nar the bruiſed reed to be broken (f). 
Grace ſhall ride in triumph, “ and reign through righ- 
u teouſneſs unto eternal life (g).* i CEN 
| 12thly, and laſtly, The Goſpel carries with it joy, 
in that it carries in it glory, It is ſtiled the glorious 
Goſpel, not only from its own exeellency, or in that 
it ſurpaſſes the Law, but in that it holds out that hap- 


ineſs and glory which are proper to the better world. 
ere we may ſee as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, 


and form ſome ideas of the glory that ſhall reſt upon 


the Saints, when they ſhall be made perfect in glory. 


Glory is God's crowning favour, or top-ſtone of grace. 
It is the higheſt round of Jacob's ladder. It is the 
ocean in which all the ſtreams. of Goſpel- bleſſings 
will centre. * For whom he did foreknow, faith the 
Apoſtle, * he alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, that he might be the firſt- 

| M © born 


(4) Luke xxii, 32. (e Gal v. 4» 
Hai. bi. 3. (g) Rom, v. 21. = 
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* born among many brethrenz moreover, whom he 
did predeſtinate, them he alſo called; and whom 
* he called, them he alſo juſtified; and whom he juſ- 
5 tified, them he alſo glorified (b). * The IR 
immediately after death paſs into glory, where they be- 
come the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. As to their 
bodies they are ordained for glory at the reſurrection. 
Then this corruptible ſhall put on incorruption, 
and this mortal put on immortality (i).“ The bo- 
dies of the Saints will be refined at the laſt day. No 


imperfection will appear in them; they will be faſhion- 


ed like the body of CHRIST, and bear the image of 


the heavenly. © We ſhall be like him, faith the Apoſtle : 
Jobn, for we ſhall ſee him as he is (&); and the 
Pſalmiſt ſeemed to have his eye to the glories of the 


reſurrection when he ſaid, * As for me, I will behold 
thy face in righteouſneſs, I ſhall be ſatisfied, when 
* I awake in thy likeneſs (J).“ All the members of 
CHRIsT will bear a reſemblance to him, who is the 
head, and will be glorified both in ſoul and body's to 
all eternity. I now come, 


IV. To deſcribe the nature of the joy which the 


Goſpel carries in it. And there was great joy in 
5 that city.“ Now, 


1/f, The joy attendant upon the Goſ pel is a ſoirk 


tual j joy. There is a natural joy, and there is a ſpiri- 


tual joy. Natural joy ariſeth from natural things, 


ſuch as an increaſe of world!y good, external deliver- 


ances, carnal pleaſures, eating, drinking, &c. and 


Carnal men have many ways to expreſs their carnal 
Joy, which for the moſt part is ſinful, and ends in 


ſorrow and ſadneſs, The royal Preacher, ſpeaking 


of: this joy, ſays, * Rejoice, O young man, in thy 


youth, and let thine heart cheer thee in the days of 
* thy 


(4) Rom. viii. 29, 30. (:) 1 Cor. xv. 53. 
(4) 1 John iii. 3. (/) Pſalm xvii. 15 


„thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, 
„and fight of thine eyes; but know thou, that for 
all theſe things Cop will bring thee into judg- 
ment (m) But Goſpel-joy is of another nature; 
it is a joy that greatly elevates the ſoul, and ariſeth 
from the Spirit. It hath CHRIST for its object. 
s My Soul, ſaid Mary, doth magnify the Lord, and 


* my ſpirit hath rejoiced in Gop my Saviour (2). 


* Rejoice, ſaid the Apoſtle, in CHRIST Jess, and 
have no confidence in the fleſh (o).“ 

2aly, The joy proper to the Goſpel is an excelling 
joy, and therefore may be called great joy. All car- 
nal joy is but a mere ſhadow. Vanity may juſtly be 


termed the motto of it. Vanity of vanities, all is 


5 vanity ().“ But the joy of true believers is of 
another nature. The jailer, on receiving the Goſpel, 
* rejoiced in Gop with all his heart ().“ ö will,” 
faid the Prophet, ſpeaking the language of the church, 
greatly rejoice in the Lord: my foul ſhall be joy- 
ful in my Gop (7). There is no joy equal to that 
which attends the people of the Lord. It is ſuch as 
ſtrangers cannot taſte, ® Thou haſt put gladneſs,“ 
ſaid the Palmiſt, * in my heart, more than in the 
* time that their corn and wine increaſed (5).* The 
men of this world think a religious life to be a me- 
lancholy life, fit only for ſuch who have done with 
the world; or the world with them; but there is more 
true ſatisfaction in one hour's enjoyment of Gon in 
his ways, than in a whole life ſpent in ſin; and hence 
Meſes u choſe rather to ſuffer affliction with the people 
of Gop, than enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſea- 
„ ſon (4). Men know but little of happineſs who 
are not religious, for if there is no real comfort in 
religion, there is none in this world, Comforts taken 


M 2 from 
(mn) ecleſ. X1. 9, ) Luke i. 46, 47. 
(e) Phil. iii. 3. (p) Eccleſ. i. 2 
7) Acts xvi. 34. (r) Iſai. Ixi. 10. 


(s) Pſalm iv. 7. (?) Heb. xi. 25. 
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from creatures are often mixed with ſorrowful ingre- 


dients; but the joy that ſprings from Gov through. 


Cnnlsr is pure, and ſuch as the world can neither 
give nor take away. 

zaly, The joy that the Goſpel affords is inexpreſ- 
ſible. Who can tell what a ſoul feels that is truly 


delighted with Goſpel favours! . The conſolations of 


God are not ſmall, The ſpouſe ſeemed to be in ſuch 
a rapture of joy, as though ſhe could not well contain 
what ſhe received, when ſhe ſaid, Stay me with 


1 flagons, comfort me with apples, for I am ſick of 
love ().“ We can retain but little of divine good- 


neſs in this imperfect ſtate. We can ſometimes ſay, 


« Q taſte and ſee that the Lord is good,” but cannot 
tell the extent of his goodneſs. We are now but veſ-: 
ſels or cups. We often admire what we cannot com- 
prehend, and feel what we cannot expreſs, Our rea- 
ſon is ſametimes loſt in divine things, and our tongues 


are unable to ſet forth their glory. We want words 
to tell our ſpiritual comfort, and the joy that makes 
our hearts glad. How excellent, ſaid David, is 

® thy loving kindneſs, O Gop (x)! and, How — 
are thy words. unto my taſte (y)!“ but he ſeemed 
at a loſs to ſet forth properly either the excellency of 


the one, or ſweetneſs of the other. Souls may rigs | 


dip in the waters of grace, but need more than hu- 
man tongues to tell what they enjoy. The great 
Apoſtle ſpoke like a man in an unfathomable ocean, 
when he ſaid, s O the depth of the riches, both of 

the wiſdom and knowledge of Gop! how unſearch- 
u able are his Judgments and his ways 7 finding 
© out (2)! * 

4/hly, The joy the Goſpel carries with it is tranſport- 
ing joy. It is a joy that raiſeth the mind above the 


* of this world, and * it with thoſe of a 


better. 


(4) Cant. ii. 5. (x) Pſal. xxxvi. 7. 
(3) Pfal. cxix. 103; (z) Rom, xi. 33. 
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better, Chriſtians, in ſpiritual {elevations or extaſies | 
of joy, have their converſation in heaven, and long 
to be abſent from the that they may be preſent * 
with the Lord. Then they can bid farewel to all: | 
earthly enjoy ments, and wiſh to be with CygisT, 1 
which is far better. When good old Jacob beheld: [| 
the waggons which 7oſeph had ſent to carry him down: 
into Egypt. his. fpirit revived, and he ſaid, It. is 
© enough, Joſeph my . ſon is yet alive (a),” 4 All | 
« js well, as if he had ſaid, I will ſtay no longer here, {| 
« but go and ſee his face.“ So a poor ſoul, under | 
the delightful ſatisfaction of an Intereſt in CHRIST, | 
and whoſe evidences for heaven ſtand in a clear light, 
wiſhes to put off this earthly tabernacle, and ſeeCarisT 
face to face. Then its language perhaps is like that | 
of Siſera's mother, Why tarry the wheels of his cha- [| 
u riot (02 © Or, Make haſte, my beloved, come U 
« and take me to thyſelf, that where thou art I may 
« be alſo.” Now, ſaid good old Simeon, with a Sa- | 
viour in his arms, Lord, letteſt thou thy ſervant 0 
depart in peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalva- 
tion (c).“ . 

;thly, Goſpel joy carries in it praiſe to Gop and 
Car1sT ; glory to him that ſitteth on the throne, and (] 
praiſe to him that enduteth for ever and ever. They | 
that © ſtood on the ſea of glaſs, having the harps of 
© Gop, are ſaid to ſing the ſong of Moſes the ſervant | 
of God, and the ſong of the Lamb (d).“ Souls [ 
who are in ſorrow. and ſadneſs are ſometimes bur lit- | 
tle diſpoſed to praiſe the Lord. Their harps are hung 
as it were upon the willows. They are full of heavy if 
complaints, as if the Lord had forſaken them, and | 
their Gop had forgotten them, but, whenever Goſpel 3 
joy poſſeſſes their hearts, their mourning is turned into | 
gladneſs, and their tongues break forth into ſinging; 

; M.  _— | 
(a) Gen. xlv. 27, 28. (5) Judg. v. 28. | | 
| 


(e) Luke ii. 29, 30. (4) Rev. xv. 2, 3. 
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* And in that day thou ſhalt ſay, O! Lord, I will 
* praiſe thee; though thou waſt angry with me, 
* thine anger is turned away, and thou comforteſt 
u me. Behold, Gop is my falvation : I will truſt, 
* and not be afraid ; for the Lord Jenovan is my 
* ſtrength and my ſong, he alſo is become my falva- 
ron fe)” * - 

_ 6thly, and laſtly, The joy of the Goſpel i is ſuch as 
at times makes perſons joyful in their ſufferings for 
CuRISr. The Apoſtles rejoiced that they were account- 
ed worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his name. Paul and Silas 
ſung in the Priſon, when their feet were made faſt in 
the ſtocks, and their backs ſmarted as we may well think 
with the ſtripes they had received. Chriſtians have 
many trials in this world. Sometimes they are tempt- 
ed, ſometimes reproached, ſometimes in wants and 
neceſſities, yet in the ſtrength of grace they go on 
their way rejoicing. They glory in tribulation, and 
think how happy they ſhall be when they receive the 
end of their faith, even the ſalvation of their ſouls. 
Providence may ſometimes appear wrapt in blackneſs, 
and it may ſeem as if all the comforts of life would 
vaniſn away. The figtree may not bloſſom, fruit 
may not be on the vine, the labour of the olive may 
* fail, the fields may yield no meat, the flocks may 
be cut off from the fold, and the herd from the 
1 ſtall,” and yet Goſpel- joy may bear up and ſupport 
the ſpirit : yet, ſaid the Prophet Habbatut, I will 
3 rejoice in the Lord; I will rejoice in the Gop of 
* my ſalvation (/ ) 8 What further remains is, 


V. And laſtly, To ike ae remarks on what 
hath been delivered,” 

Usz I,, Conſider how few there are in this day 
who rightly preach the Goſpel. Moſt men in the 
miniſtry would be thought to preach it, whether they 

do 


(e) Iſai. xii. 1, 2. Y) Hab. iii. 17, 18. 
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do or not. The Goſpel is not to be put into new- 


faſhion dreſſes, juſt as men of airy ſpirits pleaſe. It 
is the truth as it is in Jesvs, and the ſtanding doctrine 


of ſalvation by him. Here reſt the peace and com- 


fort of precious ſouls. Not any thing ſhort of this 
can ſatisfy a ſinner's fainting ſpirit. Some perſons 
are looked upon as captious hearers, becauſe they can- 
not ſwallow all that is delivered, bur a gracious foul 
ſeldom or never finds fault with the Goſpel, it being 
what it delights to hear. It would have CarisT to 
be all in all, who is the center of all good mens diſ- 
courſes, And O! thatevery one who engages in the 
Miniſtry had this principally in view ! _.., 

Usz: 2d, Conſider the goodneſs of Gop to a loſt 
world. He hath been gracious to finners in their 
low eſtate. He might have ſent his ambaſſadors with 
threatning meſſages, as he did Jonab to Nineveh, 
s Yet forty days and ye ſhall be overthrown ( g);® 
he might juſtly tell ſinners he will ſhortly cut them 
off and ſend them to hell, or that he will rain fire and 
brimſtone upon them, as he did on Sodom; he might 
thunder in the heavens, and ſend abroad the inſtru⸗ 
ments of death, until a full end is made of rebellious 
men; but, Lo! he ſends the bleſſed news of ſalva- 
tion, and lets ſinners know, that with him there are 
mercy and plenteous redemption ; and he alſo in- 
forms them, that all they who truly come to him ſhall 
find favour in order to eternal life, Let men never 
complain of Gop becauſe he doth not fave all, whilſt 
he faves ſome; for if but one foul was ſaved out of 
the race of mankind, his goodneſs would appear. 
How much more then is his goodneſs magnified in 
ſaving many thouſands, who juſtly deſerved the tor- 
ments of hell; and theſe not ſaved in one age only, 
but ſucceſſively from generation to generation; that 
poor ſinners in all ages might not deſpair of N 

ut 


20 Jonah iii 4. 
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but conclude, under a ſenſe of fin, there is a door of 
bope opened for them. 
Us 3d, As to you who have received the Goſpel, 
and ſo truly know it, ſee that you put an high eſteen 
upon, and conſtantly attend it; conſider | it among 
your greateſt bleſſings. You might have hee 7 
Popiſh- darkneſs, or an Heathen land, without the 
means of grace. The goſpel ſhould be eſteemed as 4 
ſuperlative bleſſing to a people, and treated with all 
ſuitable love and reſpect. It is always worthy of you; 
regard. When Goſpel-Minifters preach, be 87 te 
hear. Do not think you know enough already, 
and need not be taught any more, for you may be 
ever learning under a Goſpel· Miniſtry. The Prieſts 
* lips are to keep knowledge, and the Law is to be 
# ſought at his mouth, for he is the meſſenger of the 
Lord. of Hoſts (h. Let not Miniſters: complain 
that they have preached, and you neglected to hear, 
If they are found in their duty, ſee that you are found 
in yours. Think how it muſt grieve them, who are 
over you in the Lord, and watch for your ſouls as 
thoſe who muſt give an account thereof to Gop, to 
find that, after all their labouts and ſtudies to bring 
forth ſuitable matter, you neglect an attendance upon 
their meſſage. This is enough to make them ſay, 
with the Prophet Jeremiab, They will not make men- 
tion of God, or ſpeak any more in his Name (i). 
Miniſters have their trials as well as you, which you 
ought rather to leſſen than increaſe. * Gop himſelf is 
tender of his Miniſters, which ſhould induce you to 
uſe them with a proper reſpect, * eſteeming them 
* highly in love for their works fake (F)... 
Us 44b, Conſider all preaching” will avail but 
little unleſs it is the Goſpel, What are all the fine 
Diſcourſes of men upon the things of nature? What 
nee ; 2 | a 1 


) Mal. l. 7. (0) Jer, 9. 
2 () 1 Theſſ. v. 13. 8 ls? * os 
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is all moral Suaſion, or putting men upon the con- 
ditions of the firſt covenant, without the Goſpel? 
Men may preach the Law, as it tends to make a diſ- 
covery of fin, and ſet forth the wrath of Gop due for 
ir, but it is the Goſpel that lays a foundation for the 


hope of ſalvation z and the charge of Miniſters is to 


reach it. Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Goſpel (). The Goſpel, under the direction 
of Cyr 1sT, hath taken its circuit in the world. It 
was preached unto the Jews, and then to the Gentile 
Nations; and, when the fulneſs of the Gentiles. is 
brought in, it will be preached to the Jews again 
and that blood which now lies upon them as a curſe, 
will be turned into a bleſſing. A deliverer ſhall come 
out of Zion, and turn away ungodlineſs from Jacob. As 
ſin hath been the cauſe of all miſery in the world, ſo 
the Goſpel is the ſole means of relief: hereby CHRIST, 
as the ſun of righteouſneſs, may be ſaid to ariſe upon 
r wounded ſinners with healing in his wings. 
What will be the caſe with thoſe Miniſters who have 
neglected to preach the Goſpel, and ſo the great ſal- 


vation to wretched ſinners muſt be left to the judg- 


ment of the great day. ;& 
Uss 5th, As to you who have the Goſpel, take 
heed you do not by fin provoke Gop to take it 
away, Whenever the Goſpel departs from a-people, 
the glory may be ſaid to go with it. Gop's lending 
the Goſpel is for the moſt part in mercy, but- his 
taking it away is in judgment. This nation- hath 
been famous for the Goſpel; and it hath alſo. been 
notorious for wickedneſs, It hath enjoyed great 
mercies, but a ſmall improvement hath been made 
of them. As to people in common, they ſin with a 


| high hand; and as to many profeſſors, they are looſe 


and heedleſs, and, in great meaſure, unmindful of 
the Rock of their ſalvation. It is indeed amazing 
goodneſs, that Goſpel-favours are ſtill in our hands. 

N Gop 


(/) Mark xvi. 15. 
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God TIT ſtrip us of all that is truly HERR and 
ſend us a famine worſe than that of bread and water. 
Ingratitude is a fin with which Gop is often apparently 
diſpleaſed. To abuſe divine favours is the way, to 
Joſe them; therefore a due improvement ſhould be 
1 made of every bleſſing that tends to promote our ha 
# pineſs; for if Gop's own people fin againſt him; he 
# will viſit their transgreſſions with a rod. If any ſhould 
| deſpiſe or make light of the Goſpel, Gov may juſtly 
q ſay, „They ſhall have no more of it; and would 
j not this draw a dark cloud of ignorance and ſufferings 
ki upon man, whereby they might have reaſon to ſay, 
Wo be unto us that we have ſinned ! “ Gop will 
be with a people while they are with him; and if they 
ſeek him he will be found of them, bur if wer for- 
ſake him he will forſake them. 

Us E the 6th and laſt, Pray for the: continuance 
of the Goſpel and the ſucceſs thereof: How often 
have the enemies of the Proteſtant Religion endea- 
voured to root out the Goſpel ſince the Neformalion, 
but Gop hath marvelouſly continued it unto this day; 
and ſhould it not be one of our 'earrelt requeſts at 
rhe throne of grace, that it may ſtill abide in our 
land? And as the ſucceſs of the Goſpel hath its de! 

IN! pendance upon a divine power; ſo we ſhould pray 
| | thar-it may run and be glorified, and become more in 
| 

| 


1 eſteem among men. There is ſtill much work to be 
1 done by the Goſpel : Satan's intereſt. hereby will be 
4 brought down, and the kingdoms of this world be- 
| ceome the kingdoms of aur Lonp and his. CR IST. 
1 All things are not yet viſibly put under CHRIS T's 

li feet 3 therefore let us pray that his dotni nion may 


1 | extend from ſea to ſea, .and from the river to the ends 
| bl of the earth; whereby his kingdom may ſo come, that 
ll His will . x on rgarchd as it is in heaven! 
[| Anm. t 0002914 ay 50H 6 
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